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SUMMARY 


With  overall  industrial  employment  only  slightly  below  1953 
and  payrolls  virtually  unchanged,  1954  "was  a  good  year  in  most  parts 
of  the  Province.  Prices  at  the  retail  and  wholesale  levels  remained 
stable  while  average,  weekly  earnings  reached  a  record  of  $61.00. 
Consumer  expenditures  as  evidenced  in  the  value  of  trade  at  the  retail 
level  were  only  fractionally  below  the  record  established  in  1953* 

Food  and  department  store  sales  expanded  6.6$  and  3*4$,  respectively, 
over  the  previous  year.  Sales  of  life  insurances  advanced  10$  over 
the  year  while  the  overall  volume  of  business  activity  as  revealed  in 
the  total  of  cheques  cashed  increased  by  the  same  amount. 


Expenditures  on  housing,  as  shown  by  the  value  of  residen¬ 
tial  contracts  awarded  in  1954,  were  36.9$  above  1953  --  an  all-time 
record.  The  number  of  housing  completions  in  ten  months  of  1954 
to tailed  31,729,  8X1  increase  of  1 6$  above  the  same  period  of  last  year. 
The  value  of  construction  taken  as  a  whole  showed  a  gain  of  10.6$  over 
the  year  to  reach  a  total  of  $940  million. 


In  spite  of  a  drop  of  4$  in  the  overall  price  of  farm  pro¬ 
ducts-  in  Ontario  over  the  year,  farm  cash  income  is  estimated  to  have 
increased  7»1$«  This  increase  is  the  largest  of  any  province  in  Canada 
and  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  28$  drop  experienced  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces . 


As  might  be  expected  in  an  economy  as  varied  as  Ontario’s 
some  industries  and  some  areas  of  the  Province  fared  better  than  others 
during  1954.  The  overall  level  of  manufacturing  employment  in  the 
latter  year  was  about  4$  below  1953»  A  significant  gain  of  5“ 3$  in 
the  Upper  St.  Lawrence  Region  was  more  than  offset  by  losses  of  varying 
magnitudes  in  most  other  regions .  The  Sault  and  Border  areas  reflect¬ 
ing  reduced  activity  in  the  primary  iron  and  steel  and  automotive  in¬ 
dustries  showed  the  greatest  reductions  in  employment.  The  Metropolitan 
Region  with  over  37$  of  the  manufacturing  employment  in  the  Province 
showed  only  a  fractional  drop  over  the  year. 

The  value  of  Ontario’s  mineral  production  in  1954  reached  a 
new  record  of  $485  million,  an  increase  of  4$  over  the  previous  year. 
Employment  in  mining,  reflecting  the  increased  production,  was  slightly 
higher  in  1954  than  in  1953  while  average  weekly  earnings  reached  a  new 
high  of  almost  $72.00. 
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INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


YEAR  TO  SAME  CURRENT 
DATE  MONTH  PREVIOUS 
CURRENT  1954/53  1954/53  MONTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT  DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

$ 

$ 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index (l)  Nov* 

110*9 

- 

3.3 

4.6 

- 

0.8 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Xndex(l)  Nov® 

156.00 

- 

0.2 

=> 

1.6 

+ 

0®1  flA 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2)  Oct® 

256®4 

2.1 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

1.0 

Manufacturing  (Ont®  50$) 

Index(2)  Oct® 

258.5 

- 

4.7 

- 

3.6 

+ 

1.0 

Durable  Goods 

Index(2)  Oct. 

296.1 

- 

8.7 

- 

8.7 

+ 

1.0 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Oct. 

234.5 

- 

1.0 

+ 

1.0 

- 

0.1 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

’000  Tons  Oct. 

186 .0 

- 

26.5 

- 

15.6 

+ 

11.6 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 

*000  Tons  Dec. 

269.1 

- 

22.4 

- 

9.2 

- 

4.5 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$)  Million  lbs  Oct® 

27.9 

+ 

11.0 

+ 

11.2 

+ 

10.3 

Automobiles  ( Ont.  98$) 

(*000)  Oct. 

17.3 

« 

27.9 

— 

15.5 

+ 

42.9 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 

Index (2)  Oct® 

54o.o 

-  - 

2.6 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

7.4 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

’000  Tons 

522.1 

+ 

4.5 

+ 

10.3 

- 

0.7 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH  Nov. 

2,H9.5 

+  4.7 

+  10.7 

+  2.3 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

'000  Cars 

Dec. 

186.4 

-  6.5 

+  1.7 

-  13.7 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index(l)  Dec. 

116.6 

+  1.0 

+  1.0 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  Nov. 

214.8 

-  1.2 

-  1.8 

+  0.1 

Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

Index (2)  Nov® 

248.1 

-  4.1 

-  2.4 

+  1.0 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million 

Nov. 

388.8 

-  0.3 

+  1.5 

-  0.5 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million 

Nov. 

70.3 

+  6.6 

+  6.6 

-  5.5 

Department  Stores 

$  Million 

Dec. 

53.7 

+  3.4 

+  11.0 

+  28.4 

Men's  Clothing 

$  Million 

Nov® 

9.1 

-  5.8 

-  0.9 

+  16.7 

Womens '  Clothing 

$  Million 

Nov. 

7.2 

-  4.0 

-  o.4 

-  1.5 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million 

Nov. 

13.8 

-  3.1 

+  3.0 

-  4.1 

Furniture 

$  Million 

Nov. 

7.0 

-  0.9 

+  10.2 

+  1.3 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

('000) 

Oct. 

37.9 

+  15.5 

+  15.7 

+  10.6 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

('000) 

Nov. 

9.0 

-  14.9 

-  29.6 

-  0.9 

Financed 

('000) 

Nov. 

3.8 

-  8.7 

-  28.0 

-  22.8 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million 

Dec. 

61.2 

+  10.6 

-  4.2 

-  34.9 

Residential 

$  Million 

Dec. 

35.8 

+  36.9 

+  17.8 

- 18.8 

Business 

$  Million 

Dec. 

15.2 

+  19.3 

-  16.9 

-  36.9 

Industrial 

$  Million 

Dec. 

3.2 

-  46.4 

-  73.6 

+  52.3  4ft 

Engineering 

$  Million 

Dec. 

7.0 

-  7.6 

+125.8 

-  70.5 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

Dec. 

4.3 

-  11.2 

-  73.6 

+  35.3 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

Oct. 

55.2 

+  8.9 

-  30.1 

-  20.2 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

Nov. 

3,859.0 

+  15.5 

-  0.1 

-  26.6 

Completions 

No® 

Nov. 

4,764.0 

+  16.0 

+  18.6 

rucc 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  ( Canada ) 

Index (l)  Nov® 

120.5 

-  2.3 

-  2.6 

Do  Co 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

(Canada) 

Index(l)  Nov. 

122.1 

-  2.0 

-  0.3 

-  0.1 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million 

Nov. 

87.8 

+  10.3 

+  8.2 

+  19.4 

Industrial  Stock 

Index  (3)  Dec. 

375.6 

+  10.9 

+  20.5 

+  2.5 

Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES: 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(M 


19*4-9  =  100 

1935-39  «  100 

last  half  of  1933  s  100 
Producers  1  domestic  sales 


All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 


These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  MacLean  Building  Report  Division  of  Hugh 
C.  MacLean  Publications  Limited,  (2)  value  of  manufacturing  factory 
plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch,  Ontario  Department 
of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty  industrial  stocks, 
as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The  figures  in  the 
brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the  estimated  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT,  BY  REGIONS 
REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 


Applications 

Applications 

Increase 

as  of 

as  of 

195*4- 

Nov.  l8,  195*4- 

Nov.  l8,  1953 

1953 

1.  Metropolitan 

28,598 

17,667 

+  61.9 

2.  Burlington 

11,789 

10,086 

+  16.9 

3.  Niagara 

6,968 

6,932 

+  0.5 

*4- .  Lake  Erie 

557 

722 

-  22.9 

5*  Upper  Thames 

6,251 

3,^56 

+  80.9 

6 .  Border 

15,542 

9.839 

+  58.0 

7*  St.  Clair  River 

1, 7*4-9 

1,056 

+  65.6 

8.  Upper  Grand  R. 

M35 

2, 9*4-2 

+  60.9 

^ .  Blue  Water 

M93 

3,359 

+  2*4-. 8 

.  Kawartha 

6,215 

10,280 

-  39.5 

K.  Quinte 

2,722 

3,241 

-  16.0 

12.  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

2, 5*4-6 

2,  *4-06 

-t-  5-8 

13.  Ottawa  Valley 

5,421 

*4-, 73*4- 

+  1*4-. 5 

1*4- .  Highlands 

2,807 

2,250 

+  2*4-. 8 

15.  Clay  Belt 

2,690 

2,*4-*4-8 

+  9.9 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

1,992 

1,514 

+  31.6 

17.  Sault 

2,725 

1,050 

+159-5 

Lakehead 

4,199 

3,193 

+  31-5 

ONTARIO 

111,699 

87,175 

28.1 
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VALUE  OF  MANUFACTURING  FACTORY  PLANS 
APPROVED  IN  ONTARIO,  BY  REGIONS 


Regions 


Year  Ending  Dec. 

195**  1953 


1.  Metropolitan 

35,9^8,300 

32,229,400 

+ 

2.  Burlington 

4,171,700 

4,662,800 

- 

3 .  Niagara 

2,165,200 

3,219,800 

— 

4 .  Lake  Erie 

591,700  v 

113,000 

+ 

5 .  Upper  Thames 

1,999,500 

2,191,200 

■=* 

6.  Border 

11,769,900 

3,036,500 

+ 

7.  St.  Clair  River 

2,733,000 

432,700 

8.  Upper  Grand  River 

2,458,600 

8,586,900 

- 

9  •  Blue  Water 

953,600 

1,367,700 

- 

10.  Kawartha 

2,618,800 

11,911,400 

- 

11.  Quinte 

1,113,900 

6,403,800 

- 

12.  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

1,271,600 

2,278,500 

— 

13.  Ottawa  Valley 

277,000 

3,31^,000 

- 

l4 .  Highlands 

323,300 

145,000 

+ 

15.  Clay  Belt 

454,000 

56,000 

+ 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

341,600 

513,000 

- 

17 .  Sault 

2,316,000 

336,000 

l8.  Lakehead 

545,000 

314,000 

+ 

TOTAL 

72,052,700 

81,111,700 

Increase  or 
De crease 


11.5 

10.5 

32.6 

423.6 
8.7 

287.6 

531.6 
71.4 

30.3 

78.0 

82.6 

44.2 

16.4 

123.0 

710.7 

33.4 


73.6 


11.2 


The  total  for  December,  1954  has  decreased  considerably 
over  that  for  the  same  month  in  1953  'while  the  value  of  factory  plans 
approved  for  the  entire  year  was  11.2  percent  less  than  for  1953*  As 
might  be  expected,  the  greatest  value  of  approvals  was  in  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Region.  These  accounted  for  one -half  of  the  Provincial  total 
in  1954  as  compared  to  two-fifths  in  1953*  For  many  Regions,  the  small 
amounts  involved  and  great  percentage  changes  from  year  to  year  are 
signs  of  a  limited  degree  of  industrialization.  However,  this  does  no 
not  apply  to  the  Border  or  Burlington  Regions.  Burlington  produced 
(in  1952)  11.6  percent  of  Ontario's  manufactured  goods,  but  factory 
plans  approved  were  only  5*7  percent  of  the  1953  total  and  5*8  percent 
in  1954.  The  industries  in  the  Province  with  the  greatest  value  of 
plans  approved,  were  Food  (21  percent),  Transportation  equipment  (19 
percent),  and  Iron  and  Steel  (15  percent).  Of  all  the  other  industries 
only  Electrical  and  Chemical  had  more  than  five  percent  of  the  total. 
The  source  of  -these  figures  is  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch  of  the 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour. 
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BUSINESS  FAILURES  IN  ONTARIO  BY  REGIONS ,  1953  AND  195^ 

~„„„„=,„1954 <j,  Change 

in  Liabilities 


——1953—— 


No.  of 

lia- 

No.  of 

lia- 

1954 

Region 

Failures 

bilitieS  Failures 

bilities 

1953 

$ 

1- 

1.  Metropolitan 

107 

4,603,706 

l6l 

8,021,833 

+  97.6 

2.  Burlington 

10 

390,288 

23 

859,500 

+  120.2 

3®  Niagara 

5 

90,430 

16 

681,664 

+  653.8 

4.  Lake  Erie 

2 

26,380 

2 

**5,835 

+  73-7 

5®  Upper  Thames 

25 

626,165 

11 

361,170 

-  42.3 

6.  Border 

19 

5*11,230 

30 

2,0*H,175 

+  277.1 

7®  St.  Clair  R. 

- 

10 

214,790 

- 

8.  Upper  Grand  R. 

9 

101,809 

16 

340,779 

+  234.7 

9®  Blue  Water 

11 

1,057  >00 

16 

1,236,573 

+  16.9 

10.  Kawartha 

7 

72,287 

18 

1,991,780 

+2,655.4 

11.  Quinte 

4 

61,000 

2 

84,0 60 

+  37.8 

12.  U.  St.  Lawrence 

12 

216,298 

6 

128,292 

-  4i.o 

13.  Ottawa  Valley 

12 

109,000 

37 

1,090,421 

+  900.4 

l4.  Highlands 

3 

64,000 

3 

86,300 

+  34.8 

15.  Clay  Belt 

4 

57,ioo 

5 

139,000 

+  143.4 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

2 

76,004 

7 

133,500 

+  75.6 

17  ®  Sault 

1 

15,460 

2 

io4,24i 

+  574.3 

l8.  Lakehead 

9 

117,100 

8 

155,769 

+  33®0 

TOTAL 

242 

8,225,657 

373 

17,716,682 

+  115.4 

Business  failures  in  Ontario,  as  reported  by  Dun  and  Brad- 
street  of  Canada  Limited,  reached  a  post-war  peak  of  373  in  1954 ® 

The  total  liabilities  of  $17,716,682  were  more  than  twice  those  of 
1953  ($8,225,657)  and  were  about  one-third  of  all  liabilities  accumu¬ 
lated  since  1946.  The  largest  number  of  failures  in  1954  (l6l)  and 
nearly  one-half  of  total  liabilities  ($8,021,833)  were  in  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Region.  This  was  also  true  in  1953®  While  the  Region  has 
only  28.5  percent  of  the  Province's  population,  about  one -third  of  the 
retail  trade  is  done  here.  Dun  and  Bradstreet  find  that,  contrary  to 
a  fairly  common  opinion,  fraud  is  a  minor  cause  of  failure.  Incompe¬ 
tence  or  inexperience  are  far  more  important  causes.  The  total  number 
of  retail  stores  in  Ontario  increased  by  only  a  small  fraction  between 
the  last  two  censuses.  There  were  47,055  stores  in  1941  and  50,117 
in  1951,  which  seems  to  show  that  Ontario  is  well  'stored*  and  compe¬ 
tition,  if  unevenly  felt,  is  quite  real  and  a  noticeable  handicap  for 
new  firms.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  much  of  a  pattern  for  the  other 
Regions  except  for  a  general  increase  that  might  be  expected  as  a 
result  of  the  195^-  decline  in  certain  types  of  business  activity. 

Upper  Thames  and  Upper  St.  Lawrence  Regions  are  two  fortunate  excep¬ 
tions  .  The  extremely  larger  percentage  changes  (Kawartha  and  Ottawa 
Valley  for  instance)  are  largely  the  result  of  comparing  the  small 
amounts  (small  compared  to  the  volume  of  all  trade)  connected  with 
what  are  rare  occurrences  in  small  populations.  The  increase  in  lia¬ 
bilities  for  the  Metropolitan  Region  and  the  Province  as  a  whole  are 
significant.  According  to  Dun  and  Brads teet  of  Canada,  Li mi  ted  the 
failure  rate  of  businesses  is  substantially  below  that  of  pre-war 
years.  In  1940,  there  were  64  failures  for  every  10,000  concerns  in 
Canada,  but  only  44  in  1953  >  and  an  estimated  58  lor  the  first  11 
months  of  1954.  However,  in  the  5 4  years  since  1900  there  have  been 
only  15  years  when  the  failure  rate  per  10,000  was  lower  than  today. 
This  is  one  of  the  barometers  of  the  good  health  of  Canadian  business. 


8 


CONSTRUCTION  IN  ONTARIO 


Construction  activity  in  Ontario  for  the  first  10  months 
of  1954  has  increased  over  the  same  period  in  1953*  according  to  a 
comparison  of  building  permits.  Increased  construction  in  the  ^ 

Metropolitan,  Border ,  and  Ottawa  Valley  Regions  was  the  major  factor 
in  the  rise  of  8.9  percent.  The  increase  for  the  Province,  excluding^^ 
the  Metropolitan  Region,  was  only  4.9  percent,  however.  The  Metro¬ 
politan  Region  accounted  for  almost  one -half  of  the  value  of  permits 
issued  in  the  Province  in  both  periods,  while  the  Border  and  Ottawa 
Valley  Regions  accounted  for  5 .6  and  9=8  percent,  respectively,  of 
the  total  value  in  the  latter  period. 


Residential  and  institutional  categories  increased  16.2 
and  29.4  percent,  respectively,  while  the  value  of  industrial  and 
commercial  permits  issued  declined  l6.4  and  9«9  percent.  Residential 
construction  was  the  most  important  part  of  the  industry  in  every 
Region  and  made  up  61.2  percent  of  Ontario's  total  for  the  10  months 
of  1954.  Despite  the  large  amount  of  industrial  (one-half  of  Ontario's) 
and  commercial  (48.4  percent  of  the  Province's)  construction,  two- 
thirds  of  Metropolitan  building  went  into  housing  in  this  period. 


While  the  residential  group  is  the  biggest  factor  in  Ontario 
construction,  it  does  not  have  absolute  majority  in  all  the  Regions. 

For  example,  in  the  Lake  Erie,  St.  Clair,  Upper  St.  Lawrence,  and  Clay 
Belt  Regions,  it  made  up  between  two-fifths  and  one-half  of  all  build¬ 
ing  activity  in  the  10  months  of  1954.  The  Upper  Grand  had  the  highest 
ratio  of  residential  to  all  construction  value  (67.8  percent)  with  the 
Metropolitan  Region  a  close  second  (66.3  percent). 


Building  permits  issued  cannot  be  taken  as  an  absolute  in¬ 
dication  of  the  value  of  construction.  The  amount  of  the  permit  dep 
depends  on  the  statement  of  the  applicant  and  considerable  changes  may 
be  made  before  the  job  is  finished.  Operations  normally  follow  the 
granting  of  permits,  but  some  projects  are  not  undertaken.  Another 
measure  of  building  activity,  not  directly  comparable  to  permits  issued, 
is  contracts  awarded,  which  show  an  increase  of  9*5  percent  for  10 
months  of  1954  as  compared  to  the  same  period  in  1953.  Residential 
contracts  awarded  increased  42.0  percent  in  the  same  period. 


Figures  shown  in  the  accompanying  table  for  permits  issued 
in  1954  are  preliminary,  as  returns  are  outstanding  from  a  few  munici 
palities .  Revisions  will  be  minor,  however.  Source  of  original 
figures  is  a  special  realse  to  this  Bureau  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 
Statistics,  Ottawa. 
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PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION  AS  INDICATED  BY  BUILDING  PERMITS 
ISSUED  IN  ONTARIO  BY  REGIONS ,  10  MONTHS  1954  and  1953 


In-  Institutional 


Region 

Residential 

dus  trial 

Commercial 

&  Other 

Total 

$ '  000 

$'000 

$ ' 000  • 

$'000 

$'000 

Metropolitan 

1954 

201,525 

37,316 

35,232 

30,004 

304,077 

1953 

149,542 

47,315 

46,280 

25,028 

268,164 

^^HBurlington 

1954 

25,610 

5,671 

8,292 

6,045 

45,618 

1953 

29,346 

3,290 

6,905 

7,071 

46,613 

Niagara 

1954 

15,588 

3,154 

2,503 

4,191 

25,436 

1953 

21,714 

2,139 

3,311 

1,219 

28,383 

Lake  Erie 

1954 

943 

727 

666 

138 

2,474 

1953 

1,025 

314 

407 

305 

2,051 

Upper  Thames 

1953 

11,024 

2,109 

1,907 

5,809 

20,849 

1953 

10,120 

2,8ll 

2,165 

1,592 

16,689 

Border 

1954 

l8,l4o 

8,918 

3,215 

4,154 

34,428 

1953 

15,165 

4,975 

3,563 

3,259 

26,962 

St.  Clair  R. 

1954 

3,918 

1,732 

2,025 

1,474 

9,150 

1953 

4,118 

552 

834 

56l 

6,064 

A 

ljpper  Grand  R. 

1954 

17,926 

2,842 

2,566 

3,090 

26,423 

w 

1953 

17,088 

8,537 

2,824 

3,329 

31,779 

Blue  Water 

1954 

5,663 

1,399 

710 

3,565 

11,336 

1953 

4,537 

2,344 

647 

1,287 

8,815 

Kawartha 

1954 

15,431 

3,597 

3,386 

3,694 

26,108 

1953 

15,257 

9,550 

1,562 

5,918 

32,287 

Quinte 

1954 

7,292 

6o4 

1,720 

3,504 

13,120 

1953 

4,834 

1,030 

983 

1,793 

8,64o 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

1954 

3,676 

1,333 

910 

2,478 

8,397 

% 

1953 

3,646 

1,135 

464 

779 

6,023 

Ottawa  Valley 

1954 

33,225 

3,929 

6,586 

16,865 

6o,6o4 

1953 

26,216 

1,964 

6,813 

11,037 

46,031 

Highlands 

1954 

2,745 

728 

723 

456 

4,651 

A 

1953 

2,527 

465 

645 

7  86 

4,423 

w 

Clay  Belt 

1954 

1,560 

295 

517 

793 

3,164 

1953 

1,659 

187 

510 

900 

3,257 

Nickel  Range 

1954 

5,929 

515 

760 

2,018 

9,222 

1953 

5,919 

523 

882 

2,232 

9,556 

Sault 

1954 

1,821 

188 

310 

1,149 

3,468 

m 

1953 

6,348 

242 

682 

1,265 

8,537 

Lakehead 

1954 

5,044 

629 

735 

1,186 

7,594 

1953 

5,380 

3,103 

1,315 

1,655 

11,453 

ONTARIO 

1954 

377,058 

75,674 

72,774 

90,612 

616,118 

1953 

324,439 

90,478 

80,793 

70,017 

565,727 

Cumulative 
$  Change 

+  13.4 

-  2.1 

-  10.4 
+  20.6 
+  24.9 
+  27.7 

+  50.9 

-  16.9 
+  28.6 

-  19.I 

+  51.9 
+  39.4 
+  31.7 

+  5.2 

-  2.9 

-  3.5 

-  59.4 

-  33*7 
+  8.9 


Source  of  original  figures:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics, 


Ottawa 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

"  (1949  =  100)  ' 


Nov./54  Nov./54 

Index  of  Nov./ 53 Index  of  Nov./53 


Weekly 

Wages 

and 


Region  Weight 

Date 

Employment  + 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

Salaries 

IT 

$ 

1.  Metropolitan 

37.2 

Nov.  l/53 

123.7 

175.0 

63.51 

(Halton,  Peel, 

Oct.  1/5^ 

118.3 

174.1 

65.81 

York) 

Nov.  l/54 

116.4 

C5 

5o9 

171.5 

- 

2.0 

65.90 

2.  Burlington 

11.9 

Nov.  l/53 

102.5 

138.2 

64.09 

(Brant,  Wentworth, 

Oct.  l/5^ 

95.8 

132.2 

65.59 

Burlington ) 

Nov.  l/54 

94.6 

- 

7.7 

131.5 

4.8 

66.09 

3.  Niagara 

6.6 

Nov.  1/53 

118.5 

159.2 

66.57 

(Lincoln, 

Oct.  1/54 

110.3 

1*9.9 

67.22 

Welland) 

Nov.  l/54 

108.3 

- 

8.6 

150.7 

5.3 

68.86 

4.  Lake  Erie 

0.6 

Nov.  1/53 

104.7 

136.0 

48.82 

(Haldimand, 

Oct.  l/54 

107.5 

150.5 

52.67 

Norfolk) 

Nov.  l/54 

103.6 

- 

1.1 

135.7 

- 

0.2 

49.25 

5*  Upper  Thames 

4.7 

Nov.  1/53 

114.1 

156.1 

56.  *9 

(Elgin,  Middlesex, 

Oct.  1/54 

105.9 

1*9-3 

58.18 

Oxford) 

Nov.  1/54 

105.I 

- 

7.9 

150.9 

- 

3.3 

59.23 

6.  Border 

7.9 

Nov.  l/53 

103.3 

138.5 

68.15 

(Essex,  Kent) 

Oct.  l/54 

83.5 

113.9 

69.36 

Nov.  l/54 

73.2 

- 

29.I 

100.5 

- 

27.4 

69.77 

7.  St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

Nov.  1/53 

112.7 

174.0 

77-46 

(Lamb ton) 

Oct.  1/54 

109.4 

164.5 

75.39 

Nov.  1/54 

106.7 

- 

5.3 

176.6 

+ 

1.5 

83.06 

8.  Upper  Grand  River 

7*1 

Nov.  1/53 

103.6 

141.8 

55-*5 

(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Oct.  1/54 

93.1 

131.0 

56.99 

Wellington) 

Nov.  1/54 

94.0 

- 

9.3 

132.5 

- 

6.6 

57.11 

9*  Blue  Water 

2.5 

Nov.  l/53 

109.2 

150.9 

49.09 

(Bruce,  Duffer in. 

Oct.  1/54 

97.1 

136.4 

49.89 

Huron,  Siracoe,  Grey) 

Nov.  I/54 

97.4 

- 

10.8 

138.0 

- 

8.5 

50-3* 

10 0  Kawartha 

5.4 

Nov.  1/53 

121.1 

161.1 

63.24 

(Durham,  Ont., Peter., 

Oct.  1/54 

94.4 

124.1 

62.44 

Vic.,  Northumberland) 

Nov.  1/54 

107.8 

- 

11.0 

152.1 

- 

5.6 

67.09 

11c  Quinte 

2.5 

Nov.  1/53 

109.8 

156.1 

56.18 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. 

Oct.  1/54 

115.9 

162.4 

55.27 

&  Add.,  Pr.  Edward) 

Nov.  1/54 

108.9 

40 

0.8 

155.6 

- 

0.3 

56.31 

12.  U.  St.  Lawrence 

2.0 

Nov.  I/53 

110.7 

145.4 

55.48 

(Dundas,  Glen.,  Gren. 

> 

Oct.  1/54 

112.3 

157.5 

59.23 

Leeds,  Stormont) 

Nov.  1/54 

118  cl 

4* 

6.7 

165.7 

+ 

l4.o 

59.2* 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers ,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Weekly 

Nov. f^b  Nov. /54  Wages 

Index  of  Nov./ 53 Index  of  Nov./53  and 


Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment  +  or  - 

Payrolls 

+  or  - 

Salaries 

5 

% 

T~ 

13°  Ottawa  Valley 

3*3 

Nov.  l/53 

109.6 

151.0 

55-38 

(Carleton,  Lanark, 

Oct.  1/54 

107.6 

156.7 

58.50- 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

Nov.  1/54 

106.1 

-  3.2 

156.1 

+  3.4 

59-16^ 

14.  Highlands 

0.7 

Nov.  l/53 

105.7 

145.8 

56.02 

(Halihurton,  Muskoka, 

Oct.  1/54 

112.5 

155.7 

56.10- 

Nipissing,  Parry  S. 

) 

Nov.  l/54 

103.7 

-  1.9 

147.8 

+  1.4 

57.82" 

15.  Clay  Belt 

0.9 

Nov.  l/53 

110.2 

143.4 

69.66 

(Cochrane, 

Oct.  1/54 

113.0 

149.2 

70.69" 

Temiskaming) 

Nov.  l/54 

106.2 

-  3.6 

146.9 

+  2.4 

74.00" 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

Nov.  I/53 

123.9 

166.5 

75.26 

(Manitoulin, 

Oct.  1/54 

127.8 

175.2 

76.68" 

Sudbury ) 

Nov.  1/54 

124.2 

+  0.2 

171.7 

+  3-1 

77.33- 

IT-  Sault 

1.5 

Nov.  1/53 

131.1 

168.5 

68.32 

(Algoma ) 

Oct.  1/54 

96.9 

125.9 

69.15- 

Nov.  1/54 

92.5 

-  29.4 

120.6 

-  28.4 

69.35" 

l8 .  Lakehead 

2.0 

Nov.  1/53 

127.2 

165.4 

68.70 

(Kenora,  Rainy 

Oct.  1/54 

116.7 

155.2 

70.15- 

River,  Thunder  Bay) 

Nov.  1/54 

112.9 

- 11.2 

153.3 

-  7.3 

71.57" 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Nov.  l/53 

114.7 

158.0 

62.87 

Oct.  1/54 

106.4 

150.5 

64.41- 

Nov.  l/54 

104.9 

-  8.6 

149.8 

-  5.2 

65-05' 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6.  Border 

(Salt,  Natural 

Gas ) 

2.4 

Nov.  1/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  l/54 

144.8 

129.4 

154.4 

+ 

6.6 

189.0 

212.8 

210.0 

+  ll.l 

61.31 

64.62 

63.87 

15.  Clay  Belt 

(Gold,  Silver) 

27.3 

Nov.  1/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  1/54 

65.3 

93.2 

93.1 

+ 

42.6 

8l.O 

119.5 

121.3 

+  49.8 

63.12 

65.16 

66.18 

16.  Nickel  Range 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Gold,  Silver) 

41.6 

Nov.  l/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  1/54 

158.8 

149.4 

142.5 

10.3 

210.3 

203.7 

196.5 

6.6 

77.08 

79.34 

80.24 

17.  Sault 

(Iron  Ore) 

1.7 

Nov.  l/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  1/54 

128.1 

129.9 

126.1 

1.6 

I87.O 

190.7 

I89.O 

+  1.1 

80.02 

80.56 

82.20 

18 .  Lakehead 

(Gold,  Iron  Ore) 

3.2 

Nov.  l/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  1/54 

108.9 

96.1 

94.4 

. 

13.3 

160.8 

139.4 

138.0 

•  14.2 

78.70 

77.32 

77.87 

19.  James  Bay 

(Gold,  Silver) 

3.3 

Nov.  l/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  l/54 

75.0 

76.9 

76.7 

+ 

2.3 

93.1 

93.0 

94.6 

+  lo  6 

66.15 

64.43 

65.84 

All  Mining  Industries 

Nov.  l/53 
Oct.  1/54 
Nov.  l/54 

105.1 
115.9 

114.1 

+ 

8.6 

l4i,6 

157.0 

157.3 

+  11.1 

71.50 

71.87 

73.13 

HA 

747 

0656 

1955 
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SUMMARY 


While  few  official  statistics  are  yet  available  for  the 
month  of  January,  indications  are  that  1955  is  getting  off  to  a  good  A 
start.  With  the  termination  of  the  strike  of  automobile  workers,  the^ 
motor  vehicles  industry  is  quickly  regaining  normal  production.  This 
will  have  beneficial  effects  not  only  on  the  communities  of  Windsor, 
Oakville  and  Etobicoke  Township  but  also  on  the  many  centres  through¬ 
out  the  Province  where  feeder  plants  and  subsidiaries  are  located. 


Residential  construction  established  a  new  record  in  1954 
vhen  4l,085  dwelling  units  were  completed  and  46,382  starts  were  made. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  almost  28,000  units  were  under  construction 
compared  with  24,000  at  the  close  of  1953*  It  would  appear,  therefore 
that  1955  might  well  see  another  record  established  in  housing  con¬ 
struction.  Residential  contracts  awarded  in  January,  1955 3  valued  at 
$18.9  million  were  31*3  percent  higher  than  in  the  same  month  of  1954. 


Overall  construction  activity  in  January  was  about  one 
percent  below  the  same  month  a  year  ago  as  a  result  of  decreases  in 
the  industrial  and  business  categories.  | 

The  value  of  plans  for  factories  (manufacturing)  approved 
by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch  of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Labour 
in  January,  totalled  $3*1  million  an  increase  of  11.4  percent  over 
the  same  month  of  1954.  Twenty-eight  plans  (all  categories)  involved 
construction  valued  individually  at  $50,000  or  more  and  of  these, 
twenty  related  to  new  building  as  opposed  to  alterations  in  existing 
facilities . 

A  preliminary  estimate  indicates  that  the  gross  value  of 
manufacturing  production  in  Ontario  in  1954  totalled  $8.3  billion,  a 
figure  exceeded  in  both  1952  and  1953*  In  terms  of  constant  dollars, 
however,  the  1954  figure  is  second  only  to  that  for  1953*  Some 
604,000  employees  in  manufacturing  earned  approximately  &2  billion  in 

195^ . 

On  a  regional  basis,  employment  in  manufacturing  in  195^- 
was  lower  than  1953  in  all  areas  except  the  Upper  St.  Lawrence  where 
a  rise  of  over  five  percent  was  recorded.  Employment  in  the  Nickel  j 
Range  showed  no  change  over  the  year.  The  largest  declines  in  employ 
ment  occurred  in  the  Sault  (-21.4  percent)  and  Border  (-16.6  percent) 
Regions.  Reduced  demand  for  primary  iron  and  steel  and  a  lower  level 
of  motor  vehicle  production  were  largely  responsible  for  these 
developments . 


Estimates  of  retail  trade  in  Ontario  based  on  weekly 
reports  of  department  store  sales  show  some  improvement  in  the  first 
few  weeks  of  1955  compared  to  the  same  period  last  year. 

Statistics  now  available  for  twelve  months  of  1954  show 
the  overall  consumption  of  electricity  in  the  Province  to  he  5.1  per¬ 
cent  above  195 3.  The  value  of  cheques  cashed  and  total  sales  of  life 
insurance  increased  10. I  percent  and  9.8  percent,  respectively, 
the  year. 


over 
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PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION  AS  INDICATED  BY  BUILDING  PERMITS 
ISSUED  IN  ONTARIO  BY  REGIONS,  11  MONTHS  1954  AND  1953 

In-  Institutional  Cumulative 


Region 

Residential 

dustrial  Commercial 

&  Other 

Total 

Jl J 

Change 

$ 1 000 

$r000 

$'000 

$'000 

$'000 

T“ 

Metropolitan 

1954 

229,048 

42,189 

38,802 

34,247 

344,286 

+ 

15*7 

1953 

167,512 

50,906 

51,565 

27,564 

297,546 

Bur  11  ng  t  on 

1954 

29,017 

6,502 

8,649 

6,333 

50,500 

0.7 

• 

1953 

31,663 

3,951 

7,204 

8,061 

50,879 

Niagara 

1954 

17,099 

3,292 

3,496 

4,293 

28,179 

— 

9.7 

1953 

22,971 

2,291 

3,690 

2,233 

31,185 

Lake  Erie 

1954 

1,031 

748 

824 

237 

2,839 

+ 

32.9 

1953 

1,096 

324 

4l0 

306 

2,136 

Upper  Thames 

1954 

12,554 

2,44l 

1,959 

5,969 

22,923 

+. 

26.1 

1953 

11,165 

2,944 

2,46l 

1,605 

18,176 

Border 

1954 

19,317 

9,600 

3,332 

4,328 

36,578 

+ 

5.4 

1953 

16,827 

10,728 

3,723 

3,420 

34,698 

St.  Clair  R. 

1954 

4,268 

1,843 

2,048 

1,475 

9,635 

+ 

10.4 

1953 

4,633 

1,889 

1,525 

681 

8,729 

Upper  Grand  R. 

1953 

19,570 

3,075 

2,856 

3,339 

28,84o 

16.9 

^j^Blue  Water 

1953 

19,497 

8,939 

2,901 

3,388 

34,726 

1954 

6,249 

1,799 

734 

3,572 

12,354 

+ 

27.3 

1953 

4,862 

2,395 

712 

1,733 

9,703 

Kawartha 

1954 

16,802 

3,695 

3,672 

4,245 

28,414 

16 . 6 

1953 

16,396 

9,733 

1,728 

6,203 

34,059 

Quinte 

1954 

7,787 

740 

1,850 

4,314 

14,692 

+ 

44.5 

1953 

5,188 

1,151 

1,041 

2,784 

10,164 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

1954 

4,620 

1,468 

936 

2,480 

9,504 

+ 

22.5 

1953 

3,919 

2,214 

502 

1,144 

7,76l 

Ottawa  Valley 

1953 

36,818 

4,685 

7,185 

17,833 

66,520 

+ 

36.1 

1953 

27,977 

2,229 

7',  181 

11,497 

48,883 

Highlands 

1954 

3,009 

753 

739 

486 

4,987 

+ 

2.7 

1953 

2,593 

571 

872 

822 

4,858 

^^Clay  Belt 

• 

1954 

1,646 

312 

524 

796 

3,278 

0.7 

1953 

1,674 

204 

510 

912 

3,300 

Nickel  Range 

1954 

6,200 

507 

836 

2,018 

9,561 

5.1 

1953 

6,024 

810 

888 

2,359 

10,079 

Sault 

1954 

1,903 

196 

386 

1,149 

3,634 

58.3 

^j^^Lakehe  ad 

1953 

6,517 

251 

682 

1,269 

8,719 

1954 

5,224 

656 

1,394 

1,220 

8,494 

28.1 

1953 

5,535 

3,225 

1,391 

1,655 

11,806 

ONTARIO 

1954 

422,l6l 

84,500 

80,222 

98,335 

685,218 

+ 

9.2 

1953 

356,049 

104,753 

88,989 

77,615 

627,406 

Source  of  original  figures:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 
NOTE  Due  to  rounding,  figures  may  not  add  to  totals. 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

(1949  =  Tool  ~  — —  ~ 


Weekly 


Region 

lo  Metropolitan 
( Hal ton ,  Peel, 
York) 

2.  Burlington 

(Brant,  Wen twor th. , 
Burlington ) 

3»  Niagara 
(Lincoln, 

Welland ) 

4 .  Lake  Erie 
(Ealdimand, 
Norfolk) 

5 •  Upper  Thames 

(Elgin,  Middle s ex , 
Oxford) 

6.  Border 

(Essex,  Kent ) 


n 
I  « 


St.  Clair  River 
(Lamb ton ) 


Weight  Date 

37 . 2  Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/54 
Dec.  1/54 

11.9  Dec.  i/53 
Nov.  l/54 
Dec.  i/54 

6.6  Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 

0.6  Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 

4.7  Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/54 
Dec.  1/54 


8.  Upper  Grand  River 
(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Wellington ) 

9*  Blue  Water 

"(Bruce,  Dufferin 
Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

10.  Kavartha 

(Durham,’  Ont.,  Peter., 
Vic.,  Northumberland) 

11.  Quinte 

(Front. ,  Hast.,  Len. 

3s  Add .  ,  Pr.  Edward ) 

12.  U«  St .  Lawrence 
(Dundas,  Glen ."7  Gren., 
Leeds,  Stormont) 


7-9  Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  l/5l 


1.4  Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 

7.1  Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  l/54 

2.5  Dec.  1/53 

Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 


5.4  Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 

2.5  Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/o4 
Dec.  1/54 

2.0  Dec.  I/53 
Nov .  l/ 54 
Dec.  1/54 


Index  of  Dec./53 
Employment  +  or  - 

of 

Payrolls 

Dec„/53 

j-  or  ~ 

and 

Salarie 

1° 

* 

~T“ 

122.7 

173.6 

63.52 

II6.5 

171.6 

65.85 

116.3  -  5.2 

171.3 

- 

1.3 

65.89 

101.7 

138.1 

64.60 

94.0 

131.0 

66.24 

92.4  -  9.1 

127.8 

- 

7.5 

65.72 

113-9 

153-9 

66.97 

IO8.3 

151.2 

69.07 

107.5  -  5-6 

150.0 

- 

2.5 

69.07 

92.1 

121.1 

49.4i 

103.6 

135. T 

49.25 

101.4  +  10.1 

135.4 

+ 

11.8 

50.21 

113.0 

152.3 

55.65 

105.2 

150.3 

58.97 

103.3  -  8.6 

148.7 

- 

2.4 

59.36 

103.1 

142.9 

70.41 

73.7 

102.2 

70.47 

77.5  -  24.8 

IO0.9 

- 

25.2 

70.15 

113.1 

171.8 

76.18 

106.7 

165.6 

77-88 

105.4  -  6.8 

162 . 9 

- 

5.2 

77.53 

102.3 

138.8 

54.97 

93.9 

132.4 

57.07 

93.8  -  8.3 

132.0 

- 

4.9 

57.03 

106.5 

148.5 

49.53 

97-4 

138.6 

50.55 

98.5  -  7.5 

139-9 

- 

5.8 

50.45 

104.9 

137.1 

62.13 

107.8 

152.1 

67.06 

110.9  +  5.7 

157.5 

+ 

14.9 

67.53 

104.7 

149.5 

56.41 

108.0 

155.5 

56.76 

104.6  -  o.l 

153.9 

+ 

2.9 

58.01 

111.3 

145.2 

55.08 

118.1 

165.7 

59-24 

114.4  +  2.8 

155.2 

+ 

6.9 

57.30 

(1)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Region 

Weight 

Date 

13.  Ottava  Valley 

( Carle ton,  Lanark, 
Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

L4C  Hi  ghlands 

(Ha 11 bur ton,  Muskoka, 
Nipissing,  Parry  S. ) 

3.3 

Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 

0.7 

Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/5^ 
Dec.  l/54 

15.  Clay  Belt 
(Cochrane, 
Temiskaming) 

0.9 

Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/5*4 
Dec.  l/ 54 

l6.  Nickel  Range 
(Manitoulin, 

Sudbury ) 

1.7 

Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  l/5^ 
Dec.  I/5U 

17.  Sault 

(Algoma) 

1.5 

Dec.  l/53 
Nov.  1/5*4- 
Dec.  1/5*4- 

l8 .  Lakehead 

Kenora,  Rainy 

River,  Thunder  Bay) 

2.0 

Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  l/5*4- 
Dec.  l/5*4- 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Dec.  1/53 
Nov.  1/  5*4- 
Dec.  l/5*4- 

Weekly 

Dec ./54  Index  Dec«/54  Wages 
Index  of  Dec./53  of  Dec./53  and 


Employment  +  or  -  Payrolls  +  or  -  Salaries 

~~v~  ~  %  ? 


108.1 

105.1 

103.*+ 

-  4.3 

149.4 

156.0 

152.6 

+  2.1 

55.52 

59.65 

59.35 

99.4 

103.7 

98.O 

-  1.4 

138.5 

147.8 

137.2 

-  0.9 

56.63 

57.82 

56.80 

105.5 

107.0 

103.*+ 

-  2.0 

140.5 

147.6 
141.9 

+  1.0 

71.22 
73.81 
73. *44 

125.1 

124.2 

121.7 

-  2.7 

169.4 

170.7 

167.7 

-  1.0 

75.87 

76.90 

77.11 

123.2 

92.5 

94.1 

-  23.6 

157.9 
120.6 

126.9 

-  19.6 

68.14 

69.35 

71.7*4 

119.0 

112.6 

107.5 

-  9.7 

159.3 

152.9 

147.0 

-  7.7 

70.77 

71.60 

72.09 

112.4 

104.9 

104.6 

-  6.9 

155. *4 
149.9 
149.4 

-  3.9 

63.06 

65.11 

65.08 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6 .  Border 

2.4 

Dec.  l/53 

l4l.O 

189.5 

63.12 

(Salt,  Natural 

Nov.  1/54 

154.4 

210.0 

63.87 

Gas  ) 

Dec.  1/54 

154.4 

+ 

9-5 

215.7 

+ 

13.8 

65.61 

lp.  Clay  Belt 

27.3 

Dec.  l/53 

64.6 

82.5 

64.91 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Nov .  l/ 54 

93-1 

121.3 

66.18 

Dec.  l/5*4 

93-2 

•L. 

44.3 

122.0 

+ 

47.9 

66.54 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

4l.6 

Dec.  1/53 

153.7 

206.5 

78.22 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Nov.  l/54 

142.5 

196.5 

8o.24 

Gold,  Silver) 

Dec.  1/54 

141.8 

- 

7.7 

193.0 

- 

6.5 

79.21 

17 .  Sault 

1.7 

Dec.  1/53 

132.7 

265.6 

84.98 

(iron  Ore) 

Nov.  l/54 

126.1 

I89.O 

82.20 

Dec .  l/ 54 

125.7 

- 

5-3 

188.5 

- 

8.3 

82.28 

l8 .  Lakehead 

3.2 

Dec.  l/53 

109.2 

157.1 

76.63 

(Gold,  Iron  'Ore) 

Nov.  l/5*4 

94.4 

138.0 

77.87 

• 

Dec.  1/5*4 

95.0 

- 

13.0 

139.9 

- 

10.9 

78.46 

19.  James  Bay 

3.3 

Dec.  I./53 

7*4.3 

95-4 

68.45 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Nov.  1/54 

76.7 

94.6 

65.84 

Dec.  l/5*4 

78.0 

+ 

5.9 

96.7 

1.4 

66.17 

All  Mining  Industries 

Dec.  l/53 

101.6 

140.1 

73.13 

Nov.  l/54 

114.1 

157-3 

73.13 

Dec.  l/5*4 

113.8 

+ 

12.0 

156.8 

+ 

11.9 

73-1*4 

l 
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INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


YEAR  TO  SAME  CURRENT 
DATE  MONTH  PREVIOUS 
CURRENT  1954/53  1954/53  MONTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT 

DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

T~ 

~v 

7“ 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l)  Dec. 

110.9 

- 

3.3 

- 

3.4 

+ 

0.1 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index(l)  Dec. 

155.2 

- 

0.3 

- 

0.7 

• 

0.4 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2)  Nov. 

245.9 

1.7 

+ 

1.7 

— 

0.6 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Index(2)  Nov. 

258.8 

- 

4.4 

- 

1.9 

+ 

0.1 

Durable  Goods 

Index(2)  Nov. 

300.2 

- 

8.3 

- 

4.8 

+ 

1.4 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Nov. 

232.2 

- 

0.9 

+ 

0.7 

- 

1.0 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

'000  Tons 

Jan. 

199.4 

- 

7.3 

- 

7.3 

+ 

7.4 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  78$) 

'000  Tons 

Jan. 

311.0 

+ 

7.1 

+ 

7-1 

+ 

15.5 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs 

Nov. 

26.4 

+ 

9.6 

+ 

3.5 

5.4 

Automobiles  (Ont.  98$) 

(’000) 

Nov. 

17.3 

- 

27.9 

- 

15.5 

+ 

42.9 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 

Index (2)  Nov. 

562.8 

- 

2.3 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

5-9 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

’000  Tons 

Dec. 

500.1 

+ 

4.6 

+ 

5-7 

- 

4.2 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH 

Dec. 

• 

2,216.8 

+ 

5.1 

+ 

9-1 

+ 

4.6 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

'000  Cars 

Jan. 

182.4 

+ 

2.9 

2.9 

- 

2.2 

PRICE  INDEXES  ( CANADA ) 

• 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index(l)  Jan. 

116.4 

+ 

0.6 

+ 

0.6 

- 

0.2 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  Dec. 

215.3 

-> 

1.7 

- 

1.7 

+ 

0.2 

Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

Index (2)  Dec. 

247.2 

- 

4.1 

- 

2.6 

+ 

0.6 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million 

Nov. 

388.8 

0.3 

+ 

1.5 

0.5 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million 

Nov. 

70-3 

+ 

6.6 

+ 

6.6 

- 

5.5 

Department  Stores 

$  Million 

Dec. 

53.7 

+ 

3.4 

-K 

11.0 

+ 

28.4 

Men’s  Clothing 

$  Million 

Nov. 

9.1 

- 

5.8 

- 

0.9 

+ 

16.7 

Womens '  Clothing 

$  Million 

Nov. 

7.2 

- 

4.0 

— 

0.4 

— 

1-5 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million 

Nov. 

13.8 

- 

3-1 

+ 

3-0 

— 

4.1 

Furniture 

$  Million 

Nov. 

7.0 

— 

0.3 

+ 

10.2 

+ 

1.3 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

( ’000) 

Nov. 

31.4 

+ 

13.0 

+ 

1.3 

- 

9.3 

New  Motor  Vehicles :  Sold 

( ’000) 

Dec. 

9.6 

- 

14.4 

- 

4.7 

+ 

9.5 

Financed 

( ’000) 

Dec. 

3.5 

- 

11.1 

- 

21.9 

- 

8.7 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million 

Jan. 

44.5 

- 

1.1 

— 

1.1 

27.3 

Residential 

$  Million 

Jan. 

18.9 

+ 

31.3 

+ 

31-3 

— 

47.2 

Business 

$  Million 

Jan. 

19.6 

- 

0.2 

0.2 

+ 

28.9 

Industrial 

$  Million 

Jan . 

2.2 

- 

75.3 

— 

75.3 

31.2 

Engineering 

$  Million 

Jan. 

1  3.8 

+111.1 

+111.1 

45.7 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

Jan. 

3.1 

+ 

11.4 

+ 

11.4 

30.2 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

Nov. 

68.0 

+ 

9.2 

+ 

10.3 

+ 

21.3 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

Dec. 

3,060.0 

+ 

19.3 

+122.2 

20.7 

Completions 

No. 

Dec. 

4,592.0 

+ 

16.8 

+ 

23.6 

_ 

3.6 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  (Canada) 

Index(l)  Dec. 

120.4 

2.3 

. 

2.6 

0.1 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

(Canada) 

Index (1)  Dec. 

122.2 

- 

1.8 

+ 

0.2 

+ 

0.1 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million 

Dec. 

6,293.8 

+ 

10.1 

+ 

14.3 

+ 

2.3 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million 

Dec. 

80.5 

+ 

9.8 

+ 

5.3 

8.2 

Industrial  Stock 

Index(3)  Jan. 

378.6 

+ 

18.8 

+ 

18.8 

+ 

0.8 

m 


dicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Qntari o , 
FOOTNOTES  : 


continued 


(1)  19^9  ='  100 

(2)  1935-39  -  100 

(3)  last  half  of  1933  -  100 

(4)  producers’  domestic  sales 

11  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 


These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  MacLean  Building  Report  Division  of  Hugh 
C.  MacLean  Publications  Limited,  (2)  value  of  manufacturing  factory 
plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch,  Ontario  Department 
of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty  industrial  stocks, 
as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The  figures  in  the 
brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the  estimated  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT,  BY  REGIONS 
REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 


Region 

Applications 
as  of 

Dec.  9,  1954 

Applications 
as  of 

Dec.  10,  1953 

Increase 

1954 

1953 

1. 

Metropolitan 

32,558 

21,723 

T 

+  49.9 

2. 

Burlington 

13,388 

11,982 

+  11.7 

3- 

Niagara 

8,399 

8,288 

+  1.3 

4. 

Lake  Erie 

653 

738 

-  11.5 

5- 

Upper  Thames 

6,554 

4,2  64 

+  53.7 

6. 

Border 

14,514 

8,110 

+  79.0 

7. 

St.  Clair  River 

2,221 

1,366 

+  62.6 

3. 

Upper  Grand  River 

5,487 

3,831 

+  ^3.2 

9 

• 

Blue  Water 

5,431 

4,649 

+  l6.8 

Kawartha 

6,221 

5,542 

+  12.3 

Quinte 

3,565 

4,022 

-  11.4 

12. 

Upper  St.  Lawrence 

2,974 

2,922 

4-  1.8 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

6,698 

6,222 

+  7.7 

l4. 

Highlands 

3,581 

3,196 

+  12.0 

15- 

Clay  Belt 

3,262 

3,324 

-  1-9 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

2,724 

2,202 

+  23.7 

• 

Sault 

2,656 

2,235 

+  18.8 

Lakehead 

5,477 

4,6li 

+  18.8 

ONTARIO 

126,363 

99,227 

+  27.3 

u 
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SUMMARY 


Employment  in  the  non -agricultural  industries  of  the 
Province,  while  still  below  the  level  of  a  year  ago,  has  shown  some 
improvement.  The  January,  1955  index  was  2.8  percent  below  the  same 
month  in  195^ •  Industrial  payrolls  in  the  first  month  of  this  year 
were  higher  than  last  year  by  1.5  percent.  In  the  manufacturing  sector, 
employment  and  payrolls  recorded  declines  of  6.7  percent  and  1.8  per¬ 
cent,  respectively,  over  the  same  period.  All  regions  of  the  Province 
except  two,  Quinte  and  Upper  St.  Lawrence,  shared  in  the  lower  level 
of  manufacturing  employment,  the  greatest  drops  being  recorded  in  the 
Eorder  (26  percent)  and  Sault  (14.7  percent)  regions.  The  situation 
in  the  Border  region  was  a  product  of  the  automotive  strike  which  did 
not  end  until  January,  27th.  The  resumption  of  full-scale  operations 
in  this  industry  has  resulted  in  increased  employment  not  only  in  the 
plants  directly  affected  but  also  in  feeder  plants  in  Windsor,  Chatham, 
Toronto,  Wallaceburg,  St.  Thomas,  etc. 

While  activity  in  the  meat  packing  industries  declined 
during  February,  improvement  was  recorded  in  the  rubber,  furniture  and 
leather  products  industries.  Employment  in  the  steel  industry  at  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  has  increased. 

Employment  and  payrolls  in  the  leading  mines  of  Ontario 
were  11.8  percent  and  l4.1  percent,  respectively,  higher  in  the  January 
this  year  than  in  the  comparable  month  last  year.  Almost  all  the  im¬ 
provement  may  be  attributed  to  gold  mining  which  was  adversely  affected 
by  strikes  last  year.  Average  weekly  earnings  in  mining  in  the  Sault 
region  at  $82.10  on  January  1st  were  the  highest  of  all  the  mining 
areas  of  the  Province. 

Construction  continues  to  break  previously  established 
records.  The  value  of  contracts  awarded  in  all  categories  combined  in 
the  first  two  months  of  1955 ,  exceeded  last  year’s  figure  by  36.5  per¬ 
cent.  This  increase  is  entirely  due  to  accelerated  activity  in  the 
residential  and  engineering  categories  where  increases  of  59*9  percent 
and  l,28l.5  percent,  respectively,  were  recorded  over  the  period. 

CONTINUED  on  page  8. 
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INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  ITT  OUT  ARID 

YEAR  TO  SAME  CURRENT 
DATE  MOUTH  PREVIOUS 
CURBENT  1955/54  1955/54  MOUTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT 

DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

$ 

T~ 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l)  Jan. 

109.1 

- 

2.8 

- 

2.8 

- 

1.6 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLIS 

Index (1 ) 

Jan . 

151.1 

+ 

1.5 

+ 

1-5 

- 

2.6 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTIOU  (CANADA) 

Ir.dex(2)  Dec.* 

240.0 

1.4 

+ 

1.9 

5.8 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Index (2 ) 

Dec.* 

243.2 

• 

4.3 

- 

1.3 

- 

5.8 

Durable  Goods 

Index(2)  Dec.* 

290.9 

- 

8.1 

4.5 

- 

2.7 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index(2)  Dec.* 

212.7 

- 

0.1 

+ 

0.9 

- 

8.4 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

'000  Tons 

Jan. 

199.4 

- 

7.3 

- 

7.3 

+ 

7.4 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  7 6$) 

'000  Tons 

Jan. 

311.  c 

+ 

7.1 

+ 

7.1 

+ 

15<5 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs 

Nov.* 

26.4 

+ 

9.6 

+ 

3.5 

- 

5.4 

Automobiles  (Ont.  93$) 

( '000) 

Dec.* 

26.2 

- 

27.7 

• 

26.3 

+ 

51.5 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont. 73$) 

Index (2)  Dec.* 

547.4 

- 

1.8 

+ 

3.1 

— 

2.9 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

'000  Tons 

Jan. 

490.8 

+ 

3.1 

+ 

3.1 

- 

1.9 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH 

Jan .  2 

G240.0 

+ 

9.6 

+ 

9.6 

+ 

1.0 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CAN ADA ) 

'000  Cars 

Feb. 

l8l.4 

+ 

1.5 

n.c. 

- 

0.5 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index(l)  Jan. 

116.4 

+ 

0.6 

+ 

0.6 

_ 

0.2 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  Jan. 

215.7 

- 

1.9 

— 

1.9 

+ 

0.2 

Farm  Price  Index(Ontario ) 

Index (2)  Jan. 

247.0 

- 

4.3 

- 

^.3 

n.c . 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million 

Jan. 

335-2 

+ 

3.9 

+ 

3.9 

30.9 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million 

Jan. 

69.3 

- 

0.6 

N 

0.6 

19.6 

Department  Stores 

$  Million 

Jan. 

22.8 

+ 

8.8 

+ 

8.8 

56.9 

Men's  Cltohing 

$  Million 

Jan. 

6.0 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

1.0 

61.7 

Womens '  Clothing 

$  Million 

Jan. 

6.6 

n.c. 

n.c. 

_ 

48.9 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million 

Jan. 

9.2 

+ 

11.3 

+ 

11.3 

. 

12.1 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio 

$  Million 

Jan. 

20.5 

+ 

17.7 

+ 

17.7 

12.8 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

( ' 000  ) 

Dec.* 

38.2 

+ 

13.2 

+ 

13.9 

+ 

2.5 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

( '000) 

Jan. 

10.2 

- 

4.7 

4.7 

+ 

6.5 

Financed 

( '000) 

Jan. 

3.1 

- 

17.1 

17.1 

- 

10.0 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million 

Feb. 

72.2 

+ 

36.5 

+ 

78.3 

+ 

62.2 

Residential 

$  Million 

Feb. 

24.6 

+ 

59.9 

+ 

92.2 

+ 

30.2 

Business 

$  Million 

Feb. 

13.0 

15.8 

__ 

30.9 

23.7 

Industrial 

$  Million 

Feb. 

l.l 

80.4 

39.2 

50.0 

Engineering 

$  Million 

Feb. 

33-5 

+1,281.5+3.622.2 

+781.6 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

Feb. 

4.5 

_ 

4.1 

_ 

12.7 

+ 

44.3 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

Dec  .* 

730.9 

+ 

9-4 

+ 

10.1 

33-9 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

Jan.  1,801.0 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

2.2 

4l.i 

Completions 

No. 

Jan.  4,276.0 

+ 

10.9 

+ 

10.9 

6.9 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  (Canada) 

Index (l ) 

Jan. 

121.1 

1.7 

1.7 

-f- 

0.6 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

( Canada ) 

Index ( 1 ) 

Jan. 

122.1 

+ 

0.4 

+ 

0.4 

- 

0.1 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million 

Jan .  5 

,608.2 

+ 

8.1 

8.1 

10.9 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million 

Dec  .* 

80.5 

+ 

9.8 

+ 

5.3 

8  2 

Industrial  Stock 

Index( 3)  Feb. 

382.6 

+ 

18.3 

+ 

17.8 

+ 

l.l 

Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


€ 


OTNOTES : 


(1) 

19^9  -  100 

(2) 

1935-39  = 

100 

(3) 

last  half 

of  1933  = 

OO 

Producers ' 

domestic 

100 

sales 


All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  ty 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (1)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 

*  Percentages  are  of  1954 

1953 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT  BY  REGIONS 
REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 


Applications 

Applications 

Increase 

as  of 

as  of 

or  Decrease 

Region 

Jan .  2l/ 54 

Jan.  20/55 

1955  i 
195s 

1.  Metropolitan 

36,644 

51,221 

+  39.8 

2.  Burlington 

15,297 

18,290 

+  19.6 

3.  Niagara 

9,^09 

10,985 

+  16.7 

4.  Lake  Erie 

1,118 

*  1,093 

-  2.2 

5 .  Upper  Thames 

6,391 

8,446 

+  32.2 

6 .  Border 

10,328 

16,171 

+  56.6 

7-  St.  Clair  R. 

2,337 

2,913 

+  25.9 

8.  Upper  Grand  R. 

7,177 

8,902 

+  24.0 

^^9.  Blue  Water 

8,434 

9,667 

+  14.6 

Kawartha 

7  >87 

8,539 

+  14.1 

^^11.  Quinte 

6,266 

5,777 

-  7.8 

12.  Upper  St.  Lawrence 

5  >17 

4,838 

-  10.7 

13*  Ottawa  Valley, 

10,361 

11,093 

+  7-1 

l4 .  Highlands 

1,3b 

4,844 

+  11.4 

15.  Clay  Belt 

4,092 

3,9**1 

-  3.7 

16.  Nickel  Range 

4,012 

1,310 

+  7.4 

Sault 

Lakehead 

2,998 

3,728 

+  21.3 

7,005 

8,08l 

+  15.4 

ONTARIO 

149,120 

182,871 

+  22.6 

6 


POPULATION  OF  ONTARIO  ESTIMATED  FOR  1953  AND  1954 

'  . .  ■  "  — .  . . ■  ■— 1 

- JUNE  1,  1953 -  - JUNE  1,  1954 - 

Estimated  Percent  Estimated  Percent 

Regions  and  Counties  Population  Distribution  Population  Distribution 


Percent 

Change 


I95V1953 


METROPOLITAN 

Halton 

Peel 

York 


BURLINGTON1 


Brant 

Wentvorth 


1,394,120 

28.5 

1,475,710 

50,740 

1.0 

56,170 

74,61c 

1.5 

81,980 

1,268,770 

25.9 

1,337,560 

358,050 

7.3 

367,850 

75,120 

1.5 

74,840 

282,930 

5.8 

293,020 

29.2 

1.1 

1.6 

26.5 


7.3 

1.5 

5.8 


+  5.9 
+  10.7 


+  2.7 
-  0.4 

+  3.6 


NIAGARA 

Lincoln 

Welland 


241,870 

4.9 

246,800 

4.9 

+  2.0 

100,850 

2.1 

104,690 

2.1 

+  3.8 

141,020 

2.9 

142,110 

2.8 

+  0.8 

LAKE  ERIE 

Haldinand 

Norfolk 

UPPER  THAMES 
Elgin 
Middlesex 
Oxford 

BORDER 

Essex 

Kent 


69,920 

1.4 

25,320 

0.5 

44,6oo 

0.9 

70,930 

1.4 

+  1.4 

25,900 

0.5 

+  2.3 

45,030 

0.9 

+  1.0 

286,560 

5.9 

290,470 

56,790 

1.2 

57,200 

170,180 

3-5 

172,350 

59,590 

1.2 

60,930 

5.8 

+ 

1.4 

1.1 

+ 

0.7 

3-4 

+ 

1.3 

1.2 

+ 

2.2 

309,490 

6.3 

313,980 

226,420 

4.6 

230,490 

83,070 

1.7 

83,490 

6.2 

4.6 

1.6 


+ 

+ 

+ 


1.5 

1.8 

0.5 


ST.  CLAIR  RIVER 

Lamb ton 


82,380  1.7 

82,380  1.7 


84,370  1.7  +  2.4 

84,370  1.7  +  2.4 


UPPER  GRAND  RIVER  259, l60 

Perth  54,050 

Waterloo  135,570 

Wellington  69,540 


5.3 

265,700 

5.3 

+  2.5 

1.1 

53,710 

1.1 

-  0.6 

2.8 

139,760 

2.8 

+  3-1 

1.4 

72,24o 

1.4 

+  3.9 

BLUE  WATER 
Bruce 
Dufferin 
Grey 
Huron 
Simcoe 

KAWARTHA 
Durham 
Ontario 
Peterborough 
Victoria 
N or  thumb  er lan  d 


277,160 

5.7 

41,490 

0.8 

14,720 

0.3 

58,810 

1.2 

51,180 

1.0 

110,960 

2.3 

251,090 

5-1 

32,760 

0.7 

93,160 

1-9 

63,000 

1.3 

27,850 

0.6 

34,320 

0.7 

280,670 

4l,4l0 

14,760 

58,000 

51,300 

115,210 

257,150 

34,370 

97,340 

64,320 

27,980 

33,150 


5.6 

0.8 

0.3 

-l.i 

1.0 

2.3 

5.1 

0.7 

1.9 

1.3 
0.6 
0.7 


+  1.3 

-  0.2 
+  0.3 

-  1.4 

+  0.2 

+  3.8 

+  2.4  A 
+  4.9  ^ 
+  4.5 
+  2.1 
+  0.5 

-  3.4 


QUTITTE  186,390 

Frontenac  69,980 

Hastings  76,690 

Lennox  8s  Addington  20,440 

Prince  Edvard  19,280 


3.8 

1.4 

1.6 

0.4 

0.4 


186,740 

68,490 

78,o4o 

20,660 

19,540 


3.7 

1.4 

1.5 
0.4 
0.4 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


JL  •  U 
1.0 
1.3 
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■JUNE  1,  1953 -  - 1  -JUT  IE  1,  1954 - 

Percent 


Estimated  Percent 

Es  timated 

Percent 

Change 

Regions  and.  Counties 

Population  Distribution 

Population 

Dis 

tributi on 

1954/1953 

+  1 .  C 

UPPER  ST.  LAWRENCE 

144,210 

2.9 

145,620 

2.9 

Dundas 

16,180 

0-3 

l6,44o 

0.3 

+  1.6 

Glengarry 

17,680 

0.4 

17,700 

0.7 

r  1 

■T  _  •  1. 

Grenville 

18,510 

0.4 

17,250 

0. 3 

-  6.8 

Leeds 

41,420 

0.8 

43,510 

0.9 

+  5-0 

Stormont 

50,420 

1.0 

50,710 

1.0 

+  0.6 

OTTAWA  VALLEY 

4o6,8lo 

8.3 

4 16, 200 

8.2 

+  2.3 

Carleton 

258,000 

5.3 

264,040 

5.2 

-r  •  ; 

Lanark 

35,ooo 

0.7 

35,290 

0.7 

+  0.8 

Prescott 

25,790 

0.5 

25,830 

0.5 

+  C.2 

Renfrew 

70,540 

1.4 

73,100 

1.4 

+  3  •  6 

Russell 

17,480 

0.4 

17,930 

0.4 

+  2.6 

HIGHLANDS 

113,180 

2.3 

113,960 

P  P 

+  0.7 

Haliburton 

7,750 

0.2 

7,790 

G  m2 

+  w  •  y 

Muskoka 

23,910 

0.5 

23,740 

0.5 

r\  — 

“  _  • 

Nipissing 

53,320 

1.1 

54,600 

1  _  t 

4-  ^ 

Parry  Sound 

28,200 

0.6 

27,820 

c .  6 

1  Z 

CLAY  BELT 

134,300 

2.7 

138,020 

2.7 

+  2.7 

Cochrane 

84,no 

1.7 

88,090 

1.7 

+  4.7 

Timiskaming 

50,220 

1.0 

49,930 

1.0 

_  g 

—  •  ' - ' 

NICKEL  RANGE 

129,140 

2.6 

134,910 

2.7 

+  4.5 

Manitoulin 

11,570 

0.2 

11,450 

0.2 

_  1 

Sudbury 

117,570 

2.4 

123,470 

2.4 

4-  9  •  x- 

SAULT 

75,940 

1.6 

75,780 

1.5 

~~  V  •  4— 

Algoma 

75,940 

1.6 

75,780 

1.5 

“  V_  •  w 

LAKEHEAD 

177,200 

3-6 

181,730 

3.6 

+  2.6 

Ken ora ( 1 ) 

41,150 

0.8 

42,110 

C.8 

+  2.7 

Rainy  River 

22,960 

0.5 

24,340 

0.5 

+  6.; 

Thunder  Bay 

113,090 

2.3 

115,270 

2.3 

4-  u.  •  * 

TOTAL 

4,897,000 

100.0 

5,046,000 

100.0 

+  5.C 

(l)  Includes  Patricia 

Portion 

NOTE:  Due  to  rounding 

figures  may  not  add  to  totals  and  sub-t 

otals . 

Source:  Estimates  based  on  data  obtained 

from  the 

Ontario 

Department  of 

Municipal  Affairs 

The  Estimates  shown  on  this 

and  the  previous  page 

are 

based  on 

pc  S  0  S  S  — 

ment  data  supplied  by  the  Department  of 

Municipal 

Affairs  and 

are 

adjusted 

in  terms 

of  the  1951  Census  and 

the  annual  Dominion  Bureau 

of  Statistic 

:s  population 

estimates . 

Between  June  1,  1953  and  June  1,  1954  the  number 

of  people  in 

Ontario  incre 

used  by 

149,000.  More  than  one -half  (81,590)  of 

this  increase  was  in 

the 

Metropolitan  Region 

which  also  had  the  highest  rate  of  increase.  Except  for  this 

and 

the  Nickel  Range, 

all  the  other  Regions 

increased  at  less 

than  the 

rate  for  the 

Province  (three  percent 

while  the  Sault  Region 

actually  showed  a 

slight  decline. 

CONSTRUCTION  IN  ONTARIO 


Building  in  Ontario  in  1954  seems  to  have  increased  over  Mtk 
195  3,  according  to  building  permits  issued.  Increased  construction  in^^ 
the  Metropolitan,  Border,  and  Ottawa  Valley  Regions  was  the  main 
factor  in  the  rise  of  9.4  percent.  The  increase  for  the  Province, 
excluding  the  Metropolitan  Region  was  only  1.6  percent,  however.  This 
Region  which  contains  the  fast  growing  Toronto  area,  had  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  value  of  permits  issued  in  each  year,  while  the  Border  and 
Ottawa  Valley  had  5*3  percent  and  9*6  percent  respectively,  of  total 
value  in  1954. 


The  Residential  and  Institutional  classes  increased  18.7 
and  22.5  percent,  respectively,  while  the  value  of  industrial  and 
commercial  permits  issued  declined  16.2  and  9*1  percent.  Residential 
construction  was  the  most  important  part  of  the  industry  in  every 
Region,  making  up  60.6  percent  of  Ontario’s  total  for  1954.  The  Upper 
Grand  had  they  highest  ratio  of  residential  to  all  construction  value 
(67.6  percent)  with  the  Metropolitan  Region  a  close  second  (64.9 
percent ) . 


Building  permit  values  in  the  Northern  Regions  have 
generally  declined  between  1953  and  1954.  The  1954  figure  of  $25,385*000 
for  the  Clay  Belt  through  to  the  Lakehead  was  3*5  percent  of  the 
Provincial  total,  while  the  estimated  population  was  10. 5  percent  of 
Ontario's.  The  Burlington  Region  had  the  third  highest  1954  record 
but  it  showed  a  considerable  decline  from  the  previous  year. 

Building  permits  issued  cannot  be  taken  as  an  exact  measure 
of  the  value  of  construction «.  The  amount  of  the  permit  depends  on  the 
applicant’s  statement  and  considerable  changes  may  be  made  before  the 
job  is  finished.  Operations  usually  follow  the  granting  of  permits 
but  some  jobs  are  not  carried  out.  Figures  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table  for  permits  issued  in  1954  are  preliminary,  as  returns  are  out¬ 
standing  from  a  few  municipalities.  Revisions  will  be  minor,  however. 
Source  of  original  figures  is  a  special  release  to  this  Bureau  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


CONTINUED  from  page  3* 

During  February  thirty-one  factory  plans  valued  at  $50,000 
or  more  were  approved  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch  of  the  Ontario 
Department  of  Labour.  Twenty-two  of  these  represented  plans  for  new 
buildings  one  of  which  has  an  estimated  value  of  $12  million.  The  value 
of  plans  approved  in  the  manufacturing  category  in  the  first  two  montl^^ 
of  1955  was  4.1  percent  below  the  comparable  period  of  1954. 


The  total  estimated  value  of  retail  trade  in  Ontario  in 
January,  1955  vas  3*9  percent  above  the  same  month  last  year  while 
department  store  sales  in  February  were  fractionally  above  the  same  month 
of  1954. 


Among  the  remaining  indicators  of  economic  activity  in  th 
Province  improvement  in  the  current  month  relative  to  last  year  was 
shown  in  the  value  of  cheques  cashed  (8.1  percent),  life  insurance 
sales  (9.0  percent)  and  electric  power  consumption  (9.6  percent). 


PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION  AS  INDICATED  BY  BUILDUP  PERMITS 


ISSUED  IN 

ONTARIO  BY 

REGIONS , 

12  MONTHS 

1954  and  195 

'"unc 

'p  r 

ilative 

Region 

Residential 

In¬ 

dustrial 

Institutiona 
Commercial  &  Other 

1 

x  O  L  d  U_ 

$'000 

$'000 

$'000 

$ '  OGC 

$ » COO 

Metropolitan 

1954 

242,868 

49 , 384 

42,935 

39,283 

374,470 

+ 

17.9 

1953 

176,019 

54,677 

54,968 

31,824 

317,507 

Burlington 

1954 

30,363 

6,676 

9,018 

6,511 

52,567 

1  r  0 

1953 

33,641 

4,981 

7,789 

11,993 

58,1-04 

Niagara 

1954 

18,161 

3,663 

3,680 

4,391 

29,895 

4- 

7 .5 

1953 

23,732 

2,328 

3,959 

2,286 

32,306 

Lake  Erie 

1954 

1,104 

753 

830 

237 

2,923 

4- 

1953 

1,148 

377 

413 

477 

2,4:5 

Upper  Thames 

1954 

13,282 

2,470 

1,973 

6,857 

24,581 

+ 

1953 

11,887 

2,997 

2,525 

1,608 

19,017 

Border 

1954 

19,742 

10,242 

4,231 

4,563 

38,777 

+ 

-j  ,  p 

1953 

17,736 

11,346 

3,904 

3,497 

36,533 

St.  Clair  R. 

1954 

4,517 

1,846 

2,144 

1,510 

10,017 

4- 

11.- 

1953 

4,796 

1,917 

1,551 

725 

8,98? 

Upper  Grand  R. 

1954 

20,440 

3,434 

2,997 

3,384 

30,254 

_ 

T  7  - 

1953 

20,475 

9,197 

2,950 

3 ,868 

36,490 

Blue  Water 

1954 

6,463 

1,843 

737 

3,603 

12,646 

+ 

*^r-T  •— 

C  1  • 

1953 

5,015 

2,403 

747 

1,738 

0 

y  y  y  ^ 

Kawartha 

1954 

17,327 

3,905 

3,766 

4,290 

29,289 

- 

7  y  i 

.4.  ^ 

1953 

16,931 

9,790 

1,931 

6,275 

34,928 

Quinte 

1954 

8,082 

800 

1,894 

4,315 

05,091 

+ 

*  S 

*"T  3  *  *'*' 

1953 

5,468 

1,171 

1,047 

2,821 

10,506 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

195l 

4,707 

1,480 

1,189 

2,551 

9,03c 

+ 

T  3  •  * 

1953 

4,174 

2,216 

544 

1,127 

8,c6i 

Ottawa  V°lley 

1954 

38,037 

4,720 

7,528 

19,746 

70,031 

-f- 

•  1 

1953 

29,492 

3,226 

8,854 

11,998 

53,569 

Highlands 

1954 

3,051 

774 

754 

486 

5,c66 

+ 

1.4 

1953 

2,628 

571 

876 

926 

4,998 

Iclay  Belt 

1954 

1,648 

341 

530 

948 

9,467 

+ 

• 

1953 

1,683 

205 

513 

Q12 

3,313 

Nickel  Range 

1954 

6,341 

508 

848 

2,021 

0  718 

- 

^  r 

t  •  \ 

1953 

6,117 

861 

891 

2,358 

10,227 

Sault 

1954 

1,918 

196 

387 

1,149 

3,651 

- 

56.5 

1953 

6,585 

2  66 

683 

1,269 

6,8C3 

^Lakehead 

1954 

5,232 

664 

1,413 

1,240 

8,549 

- 

30.5 

1953 

5,911 

3,26l 

1,421 

1,715 

12,309 

ONTARIO 

1954 

443,282 

93,697 

86,853 

107,089 

730,921 

+ 

9-4 

1953 

373,488 

111,790 

95,586 

87 ,4l4 

668,278 

10 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

m 

(1949  = 

=  100) 

Weekly 

Jan./ 55 

Index 

Jan./55  Wages 

Index  of 

Jan ./54 

of 

Jan./ 54  and 

Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

+ 

or  -  : 

Payrolls 

+  or  - 

Salaries 

T~ 

~T~  ^ 

1.  Metropolitan 

37-2 

Jan.  l/54 

120.0 

I65.I 

61.76 

(Halton,  Peel, 

Dec .  l/ 54 

116.1 

171.0 

65.85 

York) 

Jan.  l/55 

115.0 

- 

4.2 

166.2 

+  0.7 

64.60 

2.  Burlington 

11.9 

Jan.  1/54 

98.5 

128.6 

62.07 

(Brant,  Wentworth, 

Dec.  1/54 

92.4 

127.7 

65.73 

Burlington ) 

Jan.  l/55 

90.3 

- 

8.3 

124.2 

-  3.4 

65.38 

3.  Niagara 

6.6 

Jan .  l/ 54 

109.3 

147.0 

66.64 

(Lincoln, 

Dec.  l/54 

107.5 

150.0 

69.03 

Welland ) 

Jan.  1/55 

101.9 

- 

6.8 

144.5 

-  1.7 

70.15 

4.  Lake  Erie 

0.6 

Jan .  l/ 54 

91.7 

108.9 

44.63 

(Haldimand 

Dec.  l/54 

101.4 

135.4 

50.21 

Norfolk) 

Jan.  l/55 

83.3 

- 

9.2 

104.7 

-  3.9 

47.24 

5 .  Upper  Thames 

4.7 

Jan.  1/54 

110.4 

144.9 

54.17 

(Elgin,  Middlesex, 

Dec.  1/54 

103.1 

148.5 

59.40 

Oxford ) 

Jan.  1/55 

99-7 

- 

9-7 

138.1 

-  4.7 

57-14 

6.  Border 

7.9 

Jan.  l/54 

104.6 

134.3 

65.20 

(Essex,  Kent) 

Dec.  1/54 

77.5 

1C7.1 

70.19 

Jan.  1/55 

77-4 

- 

26.0 

106.2 

-  20.9 

69.73 

7*  St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

Jan.  1/54 

112.0 

165.0 

73.89 

(Lambton ) 

Dec.  1/54 

105.4 

162.9 

77.53 

Jan.  I/55 

104.8 

- 

6.4 

163.4 

-  1.0 

78.21 

8.  Upper  Grand  River 

7.1 

Jan.  1/54 

96.2 

123.5 

52.02 

(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Dec.  1/54 

93.7 

132.0 

57.08 

Wellington) 

Jan.  I/55 

92.3 

- 

4.1 

125.7 

+  1.8 

55.15 

9.  Blue  Water 

2.5 

Jan.  1/54 

103.0 

134.4 

46.38 

(Bruce,  Dufferin 

Dec.  1/54 

98.5 

139.9 

50.45 

Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

Jan.  I/55 

94.7 

- 

8.1 

128.6 

-  4.3 

48.21 

.0.  Kavartha 

5-4 

Jan.  1/54 

121.4 

163.6 

64.09 

(Durham,  Ont.,  Peter. 

Dec.  1/54 

110.8 

157.4 

67.53  ^ 

Vic.,  Northumberland) 

Jan.  I/55 

113.5 

- 

6.5 

163.9 

+  0.2 

68.62  Jfc 

.1.  Quint  e 

2.5 

Jan.  1/54 

100.2 

136.8 

53.98 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. 

Dec.  1/54 

105.2 

155.2 

58.19 

&  Add.,  Pr.  Edward) 

Jan.  1/55 

101.6 

+ 

1.4 

149.9 

+  9.6 

58.17 

•2.  U.  St.  Lawrence 

2.0 

Jan.  1/54 

110.7 

135.3 

51.59 

(Dundas,  Glen.,  Gren. 

> 

Dec.  1/54 

114.4 

155-2 

57.30 

Leeds,  Stormont) 

Jan.  I/55 

116.1 

+ 

4.9 

157.6 

+  16.5 

57.31  ^ 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers ,  reported  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
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Weekly 

Jan ./55  Index  Jan./55  Wages 
Index  of  Jan./54  of  Jan./ 54  and 


Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

+  or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

Salar'ie: 

1o 

T~ 

"X" 

13.  Ottawa  Valley 

3.3 

Jan. 

lM 

104.8 

143-3 

54.95 

(Carle ton,  Lanark, 

Dec. 

1/54 

103.8 

153.1 

59.30 

Pres . ,  Ren. ,  Russ . ) 

Jan . 

l/55 

102.7 

-  2.0 

151.5 

+ 

5.7 

59.26 

l4 .  Highlands 

0.7 

Jan . 

lM 

97-2 

129.2 

53.99 

(Haliburton,  Muskoka 

f 

Dec . 

iM 

97-9 

136.8 

56.76 

Nipissing,  parry  S. ) 

Jan . 

1/55 

93.7 

-  3-6 

133.3 

+ 

3.2 

57.77 

15.  Clay  Belt 

0.9 

Jan. 

1/54 

99-2 

124.8 

67.29 

(Cochrane, 

Dec . 

1/54 

102.9 

l4l.l 

73*41 

Temiskaming ) 

Jan. 

1/55 

98.6 

-  0.6 

130.7 

+ 

4.7 

70.91 

16.  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

Jan. 

1/54 

122.0 

166.1 

76.29 

(Manitoulin, 

Dec . 

1/54 

121.7 

167.7 

77.11 

Sudbury ) 

Jan. 

1/55 

120.4 

-  1.3 

166.9 

+ 

0.5 

77.56 

IT*  Sault 

1.5 

Jan. 

1/54 

105.2 

140.2 

70.86 

(Algoma) 

Dec. 

1/54 

94.1 

124.9 

70.61 

Jan. 

1/55 

89.7 

-  14.7 

119.9 

- 

14.5 

71.03 

l8.  Lakehead 

2.0 

Jan. 

1/54 

114.2 

148.4 

68.67 

(Kenora,  Rainy  River 

? 

Dec. 

1/54 

107-6 

147.2 

72.23 

Thunder  Bay) 

•Jan. 

1/55 

104.2 

-  8.8 

l4o.l 

- 

5-6 

71.15 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Jan . 

1/54 

110.4 

147.9 

61.16 

Dec. 

1/54 

104.6 

149.3 

65.04 

Jan. 

1/55 

103.0 

-  6.7 

145-3 

- 

1.8 

64.30 

EMPLOYMENT  ML  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6. 

Border 

2.4 

Jan.  l/54 

138.5 

184.3 

62.51 

(Salt,  Natural 

Dec.  1/54 

154.7 

215.7 

65.61 

Gas ) 

Jan.  1/55 

152.2 

+ 

9*9 

211.4 

+ 

14.7 

65.27 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

27.3 

Jan.  l/54 

60.2 

74.3 

62.67 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Dec.  1/54 

93.2 

122.0 

66.54 

Jan.  l/55 

92.7 

+ 

54.0 

118.8 

+ 

59.9 

65.12 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

41.6 

Jan .  l/  54 

158.3 

210.6 

77.39 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Dec .  l/  54 

l4i.8 

193.0 

79.21 

Gold,  Silver) 

Jan.  l/55 

141.3 

- 

10.7 

193.4 

- 

8.2 

79.65 

17. 

Sault 

1.7 

Jan.  l/54 

137.7 

192.8 

76.78 

(iron  Ore) 

Dec.  l/54 

125.7 

188.5 

82.28 

Jan.  l/55 

130.6 

- 

5.2 

195.6 

+ 

1.5 

82.10 

18. 

Lakehead 

3.2 

Jan .  l/  54 

109.4 

150.4 

73.23 

(Gold,  Iron  Ore) 

Dec .  l/ 54 

95.0 

139.9 

78.^6 

Jan.  I/55 

90.8 

- 

17.0 

125.6 

- 

16.5 

73.74 

19. 

James  Bay 

3. 

Jan .  l/ 54 

73.7 

86.8 

62.86 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Dec.  l/54 

78.0 

96.7 

66.17 

Jan.  l/55 

77.2 

+ 

4.7 

92.4 

+ 

6.5 

63.86 

All  Mining  Industries 

Jan .  l/ 54 

100.5 

133.6 

70.54 

Dec.  l/54 

113.8 

156.8 

73-14 

Jan.  l/55 

112.4 

+ 

11.8 

152.4 

+ 

l4.l 

71.91 
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MANUFACTURING  FACTORY  PLANS  APPROVED  IN  ONTARIO 


S*  t*V  v  *  1 

- THREE 

MONTHS - 

°!o  Change 

1954 

1955 

+  or  - 

1. 

i 

Metropolitan 

6, 891,500 

5,283,100 

-  23.3 

2. 

Burlington 

1  >02, 600 

1,746,800 

+  24.5 

3. 

Niagara 

265,000 

270,000 

+  1.9 

Lake  Erie 

v,£'  J 

86,100 

- 

5- 

Upper  Thames 

248,000 

324,100 

+  30.7 

6. 

Border 

5,639,000 

i,i4o,300 

-  79.8 

7. 

St.  Clair  R. 

- 

1,115,000 

- 

8. 

Upper  Grand  R. 

738,500 

382,500 

-  48.2 

9- 

Blue  Water 

307,300 

131,300 

-  !*7.3 

10. 

Kawartha 

171,900 

101,100 

-  41.2 

11. 

Quinte 

100,800 

32,000 

-  68.3 

12. 

Upper  St.  Lawrence 

372,000 

292,100 

-  21.5 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

74,000 

352,100 

+375.8 

14. 

Highlands 

20,000 

5,000 

-  75.1 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

- 

- 

- 

l6. 

Nickel  Range 

98,000 

- 

- 

17. 

Sault 

1,194,000 

7,ioo 

— 

18. 

Lakehead 

162,000 

23,4oo 

-  85.6 

ONTARIO 

17,684,700 

11,292,000 

-  36.1 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  Factory  Inspection  Branch. 
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While  industrial  employment  in  Ontario  in  February 
percent  below  the  same  month  last  year,  recent  indications  are  that  the 
situation  improved  substantially  during  March.  Increased  activity! has 
been  noted  in  the  rubber,  leather,  wood  products,  automotive  and 
aluminum  products  industries.  The  seasonal  upswing  in  construction 
activity  has  done  much  to  alleviate  the  unemployment  situation  during 
the  past  few  weeks.  The  demand  for  farm  help  was  great  enough  during 
March  in  many  areas  to  result  in  actual  shortages  of  help. 


v 

*  v 


The  value  of  building  contracts  awarded  In  Ontario  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1955  exceeded  that  for  1954  hy  37 -8  percent.  Increases 
of  46.5  percent  in  the  residential  category  and  1,157*5  percent  in-  the 
engineering  group  combined  to  produce  this  overall  increase.  Housing 
starts  in  the  first  two  months  of  this  year  were  15*5  percent  above 
the  same  period  of  1954,  while  completions  were  ahead  by  14.7  percent. 
Housing  completions  in  the  rural  non -farm  areas  showed  the  greatest 
jump  over  last  year  while  urban  completions  declined  by  about  one  per- 
cent.  Among  urban  centres  of  5; 000  or  more  population,  completions  in 
1955  to  date  showed  the  greatest  increase  over  1954  in  the  Sarnia  and 
Toronto  areas . 


<Vj 


The  value  of  trade  at  the  retail  level  in  Ontario  in  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year  exceeded  that  of  the  same  period  of  last 
year  by  2.2  percent.  Significant  increases  were  shown  in  the  furniture, 
appliance  and  radio  stores,  department  stores  and  outlets  handling 
lumber  and  building  materials.  It  is  estimated  that  department  store 
sales  in  Ontario  during  March  were  5*4  percent  above  March,  1954,  and 
data  available  to  April  9,  1955  indicates  that  this  increase  has  been 
maintained. 


Overall  industrial  production  in  Canada  in  January,  1955 
rose  to  a  level  4.1  percent  above  the  same  month  of  last  year.  Pro- 
duction  in  the  manufacturing  sector  showed  a  fractional  increase, 
losses  in  the  durable  goods  category  being  more  than  offset  by  gains 
in  the  non -durable  goods  field. 


INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


YEAR  TO  SAME 
DATE  MONTH 
CURRENT  1955/5^  1955/5^ 


INDICATORS 

UNIT  DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

CL 

+ 

or  - 

<& 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l)  Feb. 

107.4 

- 

1° 

3.0 

- 

p 

3.1 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index(l)  Feb. 

151.9 

+ 

0.7 

- 

0.1 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index(2)  Jan. 

238.5 

+ 

4.1 

+ 

4.1 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50 $) 

Index (2)  Jan. 

241.7 

+ 

0.7 

+ 

0.7 

Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Jan. 

293.3 

- 

2.1 

- 

2.1 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Jan. 

208.8 

+ 

+ 

3.^ 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

’ 000  Tons  Jan . 

199.5 

- 

7.2 

- 

7.2 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont,  76$) 

’000  Tons  Jan. 

310.9 

+ 

7.0 

+ 

7-0 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs  Dec.* 

28.7 

+ 

10.3 

+ 

l8.6 

Automobiles  (Ont.  98$) 

(’000)  Jan. 

28.9 

- 

28.1 

- 

28.1 

,  Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 

I  Index (2)  Jan. 

497.4 

- 

0.1 

- 

0.1 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

’ 000  Tons  Feb . 

479.3 

+ 

3.9 

+ 

4.7 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH  Feb. 

2,063.6 

+ 

10.3 

+ 

11.1 

■v*  - 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

*000  Cars  Mar. 

206.6 

+ 

1.8 

_ 

6.8 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

r, _  _  , _ 


Consumer  Price  Index 
&  ♦ 

Index(l)  Feb. 

116.3 

+ 

0.6 

+ 

0.5 

'  Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  Feb. 

217.4 

- 

1.3 

- 

0.7 

■•••Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

i-  , 

RETAIL  TRADE 

f  *  •  r  .  *  - 

Index(2)  Feb. 

245.8 

- 

4.9 

- 

5.1 

$  Million  Feb. 

322.3 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

0.5 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million  Feb. 

68.8 

+ 

1-9 

+ 

*K5 

Department  Stores 

$  Million  Feb. 

22.3 

+ 

4.5 

+ 

0.5 

■•“Men’s  Clothing 

$  Million  Feb. 

5.9 

+ 

1.2 

+ 

1.5 

Womens ’  Clothing 

$  Million  Feb. 

5-0 

- 

4.2 

— 

9.2 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million  Feb. 

7.1 

+ 

4.2 

_ 

3.8 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio 

•$  Million  Feb. 

17.0 

+ 

9.8 

.1. 

1.6 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

( *000)  Jan. 

21.1 

+ 

15.2 

+ 

15,2 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

(’000)  Feb. 

12.5 

_ 

4.3 

4.0 

Financed 

(’000)  Feb. 

3.6 

- 

16.7 

- 

16.4 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million  Mar. 

64.8 

+ 

37.8 

+ 

40.3 

Residential 

$  Million  Mar. 

30.8 

1 

T 

46.5 

+ 

31.1 

Business 

$  Million  Mar. 

15.8 

15.2 

14.1 

Industrial 

$  Million  Mar. 

5*1 

57.6 

+ 

70.0 

Engineering 

$  Million  Mar. 

13.0 

+1,157.5 

+100.0 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million  Mar. 

3.7 

36.2 

62.1 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million  Feb. 

27.5 

+ 

48.1 

_ 

11.4 

Housing:  Starts 

No .  Feb , 

2,039.0 

+ 

15.5 

+ 

30.6 

Completions 

Non  Residential  Building 

No .  Feb . 

3,356.0 

+ 

14.7 

+ 

19.9 

Materials  (Canada) 

Lndex(l)  Feb. 

121.3 

1.6 

1.5 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

(Canada) 

Index(l)  Feb. 

122.4 

+ 

0.6 

+ 

0.8 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million  Feb. 

5,206.8 

+ 

4.2 

+ 

0.5 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million  Jan. 

83.6 

+ 

33.9 

+ 

33.9 

Industrial  Stock 

Index(3)  Mar. 

381.4 

+ 

17.8 

+ 

17.0 

CURRENT 
PREVIOUS 
MONTH 
+  or  - 

-  1.4 


+  0.5 

-  0.9 

-  0.3 

+  1.1 

-  1.5 
+  7.5 
+  15.4 
+  8.7 
+  10.6 

-  8.8 

-  2.3 

-  7.9 

+  13.9 


-  0.1 
+  0.8 

-  0.2 

-  3.6 

-  0.7 

-  2.2 

-  0.7 

-  23.0 

-  22.7 

-  17.6 

-  4o.l 
+  21.6 
+  15.9 


-  10.2 
+  25.2 
+  21.5 
+363.6 
-  61.2 

-  17.4 

-  56.4 

+  13.2 

-  21.5 

+  0.2 
+  0.2 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES : 

(1)  1949  =  100 

(2)  1935-39  =  100 

(3)  last  half  of  1933  =  100 

(4)  Producers'  domestic  sales 

All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide's  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 

*  Percentages  are  of  1954 

1953 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT  BY  REGIONS 
REPORTED  BY  TEE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 


Region 

1. 

Metropolitan 

2. 

Burlington 

3. 

Niagara 

4. 

Lake  Erie 

5- 

Upper  Thames 

6. 

Border 

nr 

1  • 

St.  Clair  R. 

8. 

Upper  Grand  R. 

9. 

Blue  Water  * 

10. 

Kawartha 

11. 

■ Quinte 

12. 

Upper  St.  Lawr 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

14. 

Highlands 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

17. 

Sault 

18. 

Lakehead 

Applications 

Applications 

Increase 

as  of 

as  of 

or  Decrease 

Feb .  18/ 54 

Feb.  17/55 

1955  $ 
I95? 

39A90 

54,856 

+  40.0 

15 ,872 

17,51!* 

+  10.3 

10,791 

ll,6o4 

+  7.5 

1,088 

1,289 

+  11.8 

6,784 

8 , 161 

+  20.3 

9,683 

l!*,558 

+  50.3 

2,602 

2,961 

+  13.8 

7,52!* 

8,622 

+  l4.6 

8,548 

9,860 

+  15.3 

7,720 

8,918 

+  15.4 

6,242 

7,249 

+  16.1 

5, **59 

4,446 

-  18.6 

10,830 

11,963 

+  10.5 

4,666 

5,318 

+  l4.0 

4,129 

1*,205 

+  1.8 

4,069 

•*,739 

+  16.5 

3,568 

3,1*11* 

-  4.3 

7,919 

9,051 

+  14.3 

ONTARIO 


156,693  188,728  +  20. u 


6, 


9- 


11. 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

(19^9  =  100) 

Weekly 

Jan./55  Index  Jan./55  Wages 
Index  of  Jan./54  of  JanT/^T  and 


Region 

Weight 

Bate 

Employment  + 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+  or  - 

Salaries 

Metropolitan 
(Halton,  Peel, 

York) 

37.2 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 

120.0 

116.1 

115.0 

i 

4,2 

165.1 
171.0 

166.2 

lo 

+  0.7 

~T~ 

61.76 

65.85 

64.60 

Burlington 
(Brant,  Wentworth, 
Burlington ) 

11.9 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 

98.5 

92.4 

90.3 

3.3 

128.6 

127.7 

124.2 

-  3.4 

62.07 

65.73 

65.38 

Niagara 

(Lincoln, 

Welland) 

6.6 

Jan.  l/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 

109.3 

107.5 

101.9 

6.8 

147.0 

150.0 

144.5 

-  1.7 

66.64 

69.03 

70.15 

Lake  Erie 
(Ealdimand 

Norfolk) 

0.6 

Jan.  l/54 
Dec.  l/54 
Jan.  1/55 

91.7 

101.4 

83.3 

9.2 

108.9 

135.4 

104.7 

-  3.9 

44.63 

50.21 

47.24 

Upper  Thames 
(Elgin,  Middlesex, 
Oxford ) 

4*7 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec,  l/54 
Jan.  l/55 

110,4 

103.1 

99.7 

9.7 

144.9 

148.5 

138.1 

-  ^.7 

5^.17 
59.40 
57. 14 

Border 

(Essex,  Kent) 

7.9 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 

104.6 

77-5 

77.4 

26.0 

134.3 

3.07.1 

106.2 

-  20.9 

65.20 

70.19 

69.73 

St.  Clair  River 
(Lamb ton) 

1.1* 

Jan.  i/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 

112.0 

105.4 

104.8 

6.4 

165.0 

162.9 

163.4 

-  1.0 

73.89 

77.53 

78.21 

Upper  Grand  River 
(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Wellington ) 

7.1 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  i/54 
Jan,  1/55 

96.2 

93.7 

92.3 

4.1 

123.5 

132.0 

125.7 

+  1.8 

52.02 

57.08 

55.15 

Blue  VJa ter 
(Bruce,  Dufferin 
Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

2.5 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  l/p4 
Jan.  I/55 

103.0 

93.5 

9^.7 

8.1 

134.4 

139.9 

128,6 

«,  4  * 

46.38 

50.45 

48.21 

Kavartha 

(Durham,  Ont.,  Peter. 
Vic . ,  Northumberland ) 

5.4 

} 

Jan.  l/p4 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 

121.4 

110.8 

113.5 

6.5 

163.6 

157.4 

163.9 

+  0.2 

64.09 

67.53 

68.62 

Quinte 

(Front. ,  Hast. ,  Len. 

&  Ada.,  Pr.  Edward) 

2.5 

Jan.  1/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 

100.2 

105.2 

101.6  + 

1.4 

136.8 

155.2 

149.9 

4  9.6 

53.98 

58.19 

58.17 

U.  St.  Lawrence 
iDundas ,  Glen.,  Gren. 
Leeds ,  Stormont ) 

2.0 

> 

Jan.  l/54 
Dec.  1/54 
Jan.  I/55 

110.7 

114.4 

116.1  + 

4.9 

135.3 

155.2 

157.6 

+  16.5 

51.59 

57.30 

57.31 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  "  ' 

reported  by  the 

» 
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Weekly 

Jan . / 5 3  Ihdex  Jan ,/55  Wages 
Index  of  Jan./ 54  of  Jan./ 54  and 


Region 

Weight 

Date 

Employment 

+  or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

Salarie; 

1o 

ir~ 

T“ 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

3.3 

Jan.  l/54 

104.8 

143.3 

54.95 

(Car let on,  Lanark, 

Dec.  l/5^ 

103.8 

153.1 

59.30 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

Jan.  l/55 

102.7 

-  2.0 

151.5 

+ 

5.7 

59.26 

l4. 

Highlands 

0.7 

Jan.  l/5^ 

97.2 

129.2 

53.99 

(Haliturton,  Muskoka 

) 

Dec.  1/514- 

97.9 

136.8 

56.76 

Nipissing,  Parry  S.) 

Jan.  1/55 

93.7 

-  3.6 

133*3 

+ 

3.2 

57.77 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

0.9 

Jan.  l/5^ 

99.2 

124.8 

67.29 

(Cochrane, 

Dec.  l/5^- 

102.9 

l4i.i 

73.41 

Temiskaming ) 

Jan.  1/55 

98.6 

-  0.6 

130.7 

+ 

4.7 

70.91 

1 6. 

Nickel  Range 

1.7 

Jan.  1/514 

122.0 

166.1 

76.29 

(Manitoulin, 

Dec.  1/54 

121.7 

167.7 

77.11 

Sudbury ) 

Jan.  1/55 

120.4 

-  1.3 

166.9 

+ 

0.5 

77.56 

17. 

Sault 

1.5 

Jan.  l/54 

105.2 

l4o.2 

70.86 

(Algoma) 

Dec.  1/54 

94.1 

124.9 

70.61 

Jan.  l/55 

89.7 

-  14.7 

119.9 

- 

14.5 

71.03 

18. 

Lakehead 

2.0 

Jan.  l/54 

114.2 

148.4 

68.67 

(Kenora,  Rainy  River 

> 

Dec.  l/54 

107.6 

147.2 

72.23 

Thunder  Bay) 

Jan.  l/55 

104.2 

-  8.8 

i4o.l 

- 

5.6 

71.15 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Jan.  1/54 

110.4 

147.9 

6l.l6 

Dec.  l/54 

104.6 

149.3 

65.04 

Jan.  l/55 

103.0 

-  6.7 

145.3 

- 

1.8 

64.30 

EMPLOYMENT  ML  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6. 

Border 

2.4 

Jan.  l/54 

138.5 

184.3 

62.51 

(Salt,  Natural 

Dec.  1/54 

154.7 

215.7 

65.61 

Gas ) 

Jan.  l/55 

152.2 

+ 

9.9 

211.4 

+ 

14.7 

65.27 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

27.3 

Jan.  l/54 

60.2 

74.3 

62.67 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Dec.  l/54 

93.2 

122.0 

66.54 

Jan.  l/55 

92.7 

+ 

54.0 

118.8 

+ 

59.9 

65.12 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

41.6 

Jan.  l/54 

158.3 

210.6 

77.39 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Dec.  l/54 

l4l.8 

193.0 

79.21 

Gold,  Silver) 

Jan.  l/55 

l4l.  3 

- 

10.7 

193.4 

- 

8.2 

79.65 

17. 

Sault 

1.7 

Jan.  l/54 

137.7 

192.8 

76.78 

(iron  Ore) 

Dec.  l/54 

125.7 

188.5 

82.28 

Jan.  l/55 

130.6 

- 

5.2 

195.6 

+ 

1.5 

82.10 

18. 

Lakehead 

3.2 

Jan.  l/54 

109.4 

150.4 

73.23 

(Gold,  Iron  Ore ) 

Dec.  l/54 

95.0 

139.9 

78.46 

Jan.  l/55 

90.8 

- 

17.0 

125.6 

- 

16.5 

73.74 

19. 

James  Bay 

3. 

Jan.  l/54 

73.7 

86.8 

62.86 

(Gold,  Silver ) 

Dec.  l/54 

78.0 

96.7 

66.17 

Jan.  l/55 

77.2 

-1- 

4.7 

92.4 

+ 

6.5 

63.86 

A 

All  Mining  Industries 

Jan.  1/54 

100.5 

133.6 

70.54 

Dec.  1/54 

113.8 

156.8 

l4.l 

73.14 

) 

Jan.  l/55 

112.4 

+ 

11.8 

152.4 

+ 

71.91 
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BUSINESS  FAILURES  IN  ONTARIO  AND  CANADA ( 1 ) 


- 1942 - -  - 1946 -  - 1952 -  - 1954 


Canada 

No. 

Liabilities 

No. 

Liabilities 

No. 

Liabilities 

No. 

Liabilitie 

$~r  000 

$  ’ 000  " 

$,000  ' 

$'000 

Type 

Manuf ac  tur ing 

87 

3,630 

4i 

2,684 

205 

7,787 

266 

21,597 

Retail  Trade 

393 

2,499 

4i 

451 

4l8 

6,885 

688 

15,002 

Wholesale  Trade 

-  33 

516 

19 

421 

73 

2,285 

138 

4,39^ 

Construction 

61 

526 

21 

231 

106 

2,196 

199 

9,030 

Services  / 

f  ’-V 

35 

173 
\  \ 

8 

216 

4l 

670 

90 

1,994 

f  & 

TOTAL  £ 

609 

7,3W4.  \ 

130 

4,003 

843 

19,823 

1,381 

52,017 

i  k  *  fccf 

t  > 

'r 

_ 7  j 

X  £ 

\  V 

\  - 

UJ  .*/ 

Ontario 

» i 

Type 

ft 

* 

45 

86 

9,967 

Manufacturing 

31 

668 

5 

983 

2,035 

Retail  Trade 

82 

400 

3 

19 

68 

1,149 

165 

3,745 

Wholesale  Trade 

5 

28 

5 

131 

11 

281 

30 

976 

Construction 

7 

62 

1 

8 

32 

738 

54 

2,674 

Services 

4 

20 

2 

137 

6 

55 

27 

764 

TOTAL 

129 

1,178 

16 

1,278 

162 

4,258 

362 

18,126 

- -  - - • 

(l)  Reported  by  Dun  and  Brads tree t  of  Canada,  Limited. 


The  figures  in  the  table  above  differ  somewhat  from  those  that  appeared 
in  the  January  Review.  The  total  of  373  given  then  included  personal  failures  where¬ 
as  the  ones  above  are  confined  to  the  businesses  listed.  The  increase  in  failures 
between  1952  and  1954  was  probably  a  result  of  the  1954  decline  in  certain  types  of 
business  activity.  According  to  Dun  and  Bradstreet  of  Canada,  the  failure  rate  of 
businesses  in  Canada  is  below  that  of  most  prewar  years.  In  1940,  there  were  64 
failures  for  every  10,000  concerns  in  Canada,  but  only  44  in  195 3 ,  and  57  in  1954. 
Proportions  were  much  higher  earlier  in  the  century.  In  1901  for  example,  the  rate 
was  145  while  the  peak  of  228  was  reached  in  the  short  depression  of  1922.  Prosperity 
was  supposed  to  be  a  prominent  feature  of  1928,  yet  there  were  120  failures  for  every 
10,000  firms  in  that  year.  In  the  54  years  of  the  twentieth  century  there  have  been 
only  15  years  when  the  failure  rate  was  lower  than  today.  This  is  one  of  the 
barometers  of  the  good  health  of  Canadian  business. 
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SUMMARY 


The  level  of  employment  in  Ontario  rose  considerably  during 
April  when  some  38 ,000  more  persons  were  reported  with  jobs  than  was 
true  a  year  ago.  Increased  activity  in  the  automotive,  clothing  and 
electrical  apparatus  industries  was  an  important  factor  in  this  im¬ 
provement  as  was  the  increased  seasonal  demand  for  workers  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  construction,  lake  shipping  and  fishing  industries.  Persons  with 
jobs  in  the  Province  at  April  23rd  this  year  totalled  about  1,921,000 
according  to  the  most  recent  labour  force  survey.  As  of  April  21st, 
there  were  slightly  fewer  applications  for  employment  at  National 
Employment  Service  Offices  than  there  were  last  year  at  this  time. 

This  is  the  first  time  during  the  past  20  months  that  the  current 
number  of  applications  has  been  lower  than  in  the  corresponding  month 
a  year  earlier. 

The  value  of  retail  trade  in  the  first  quarter  of  1955  was 

2  percent  above  the  same  period  of  last  year  while  department  store 

sales  for  the  month  of  April  exceeded  last  year's  figure  by  5*7  percent. 

The  value  of  contracts  awarded  in  the  Province  in  the 
first  four  months  of  1955  exceeded  last  year  by  23*7  percent,  substan¬ 
tial  increases  being  recorded  in  the  engineering  (206.1  percent)  and 
residential  (35*4  percent)  categories.  Housing  completions  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1955  were  almost  30  percent  higher  than  those  in  the 
comparable  period  of  1954.  Completed  units  in  the  month  of  March 
numbering  3,755  were  77  percent  greater  than  in  March  last  year.  About 

9  percent  more  starts  were  made  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  than 

last . 

During  the  month  of  April  thirty-six  factory  plans  valued 
individually  at  $50,000  or  more  were  approved  by  the  Factory  Inspection 
Branch  of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Labour.  Twenty-three  of  these  in¬ 
volved  new  buildings  while  others  related  to  alterations,  additions, 

0 1  c  • 

An  analysis  of  business  failures  constitutes  an  important 
indicator  of  the  economic  health  of  a  country.  As  shown  in  the  table 
on  page  2,  failures  in  both  Canada  and  Ontario  have  increased  substan¬ 
tially  in  number  over  the  postwar  period.  Almost  half  the  number 
failures  in  Ontario  occur  in  the  retail  trade  sector  while  the  liabil¬ 
ities  incurred  in  this  field  constitute  a  much  smaller  proportion  of 
the  total.  Failure  statistics  in  themselves,  however,  reveal  very 
little  except  when  related  to  the  total  number  of  concerns  in  business. 
Dun  and  Brads tree t  of  Canada,  Limited  reports  that  the  failure  "rate" 
in  Canada  (this  concept  is  not  available  for  Ontario)  in  1954  was  57 
per  10,000  firms.  This  represents  a  steady  increase  since  1946  when 
the  rate  was  7  but,  ignoring  the  war  and  postwar  period,  this  is  the 
lowest  rate  on  record  except  for  the  years  1919  and  1937* 


INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


YEAR  TO  SAME  CURRENT 
DATE  MONTH  PREVIOUS 
CURRENT  1955/5^  1955/5^  MONTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT  DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l)  Mar. 

108.2 

2.6 

- 

00 

+ 

T~ 

0.7 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index (1).  Mar. 

151+.9 

+ 

0.9 

+ 

1.4 

+ 

1.9 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2)  Feb. 

247.6 

- 

4.8 

+ 

3.4 

+ 

3.9 

Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Index (2)  Feb. 

253.8 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

1.1 

+ 

4.8 

Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Feb. 

306.1 

- 

1.6 

- 

1.4 

+ 

3.9 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index (2)  Feb. 

220.3 

+ 

3.4 

+ 

3.5 

+ 

5«5 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

' 000  Tons  Feb . 

215.1 

+ 

4.4 

+ 

18.1 

+ 

7.8 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 

'000  Tons  Feb. 

314.7 

+ 

13.9 

+ 

21.6 

+ 

1.2 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  100$) 

Million  lbs  Feb. 

26.2 

+ 

11.0 

+ 

11.0 

- 

6.8 

Automobiles  (Ont.  98$) 

( ’ 000 )  Feb . 

33.1 

- 

27.3 

- 

26.7 

+ 

l4.4 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 

1  Index(2)  Feb. 

527.1 

■  + 

4.7 

+ 

8.1 

+ 

^•5 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

’ 000  Tons  Mar . 

539.1 

+ 

4.1 

+ 

4.6 

+ 

12.5 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

Million  KWH  Mar. 

2,309.2 

+ 

10.6 

+ 

11.1 

+ 

53*7 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

' 000  Cars  Apr . 

198.9 

4- 

2.5 

+ 

4.7 

- 

7-7 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index (1)  Mar. 

116.0 

+ 

0.5 

+ 

0.4 

- 

0.3 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2)  Mar. 

217.4 

- 

1.1 

- 

0.1 

n.c . 

Farm  Price  Index) (Ontario ) 

Index(2)  Mar. 

245.1 

- 

4.6 

- 

- 

0.4 

RETAIL  TRADE 

$  Million  Mar. 

352.2 

+ 

2.0 

+ 

1.6 

+ 

9.3 

Grocery  and  Combination 

$  Million  Mar. 

73.4 

+ 

3.7 

+  7.3 

+ 

6.7 

Department  Stores 

$  Million  Mar. 

27.2 

+ 

4.9 

+ 

5.^ 

+ 

21.7 

Men’s  Clothing 

$  Million  Mar. 

6.8 

+ 

3.4 

+ 

7.4 

+ 

14.2 

Womens ’  Clothing 

$  Million  Mar. 

6.1 

- 

3.4 

- 

1.8 

+ 

21.8 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 

$  Million  Mar. 

8.2 

+ 

2.4 

- 

l.l 

+ 

16.1 

Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio 

$  Million  Mar. 

17.0 

+ 

6.0 

- 

1.7 

n.c. 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 
New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

( ’000) 

( ’000)  Mar. 

13.6 

11.1 

18.4 

+ 

9.5 

Financed 

(’000)  Mar. 

6.2 

- 

7.9 

+ 

4.0 

+  70.5 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

$  Million  Apr. 

101.1 

+ 

23.7 

+ 

4.6 

+ 

56.0 

Residential 

$  Million  Apr. 

50.5 

+ 

35. ^ 

+ 

21.7 

+ 

64.0 

Business 

$  Million  Apr. 

33.0 

- 

3.2 

+ 

22.2 

+108.9 

Industrial 

$  Million  Apr. 

3.0 

- 

63.O 

72.7 

41.2 

Engineering 

$  Million  Apr. 

14.6 

+206.1 

— 

15.1 

+ 

12.3 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million  Apr. 

3.5 

^3.7 

59.5 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million  Mar. 

57-5 

- 

7.9 

— 

1.9 

+106.9 

Housing:  Starts 

No .  Mar . 

2,139.0 

+ 

8.8 

- 

1.5 

+ 

4.9 

Completions 

No.  Mar. 

3,755.0 

+ 

29.7 

+ 

77.0 

+ 

11.9 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  (Canada) 

Index ( 1 )  Mar. 

121.7 

- 

1.3 

- 

0.1 

+ 

0.3 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

( Canada ) 

Index(l)  Mar. 

122.6 

+ 

0.9 

+ 

1.3 

+ 

0.2 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million  Mar. 

6,461.2 

+ 

5.6 

+ 

7.9 

+ 

23.5 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million  Mar. 

100.5 

+ 

22.8 

+ 

28.5 

+ 

20.3 

Industrial  Stock 

Index ( 3 )  Apr . 

384.2 

+ 

17.0 

+ 

14.6 

+ 

0.7 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES : 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(*0 


1949  =  100 
1935-39  =  100 

last  half  of  1933  =  100 
Producers'  domestic  sales 


All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 


These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  EMPLOYMENT  BY  REGIONS 
REPORTED  BY  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE  COMMISSION 


1955 


Region 

Applications 
as  of 

Mar.  17/55 

Applications 
as  of 

Mar.  18/54 

195^ 
Change 
+  or  - 

1. 

Metropolitan 

53,872 

39,797 

+  35-4 

2. 

Burlington 

16,33^ 

15,030 

+  8.7 

3- 

Niagara 

11,452 

10,718 

+  6.8 

4. 

Lake  Erie 

1,217 

1,304 

-  6.7 

5. 

Upper  Thames 

7,355 

7,159 

+  2.7 

6. 

Border 

11,970 

10,732 

+  11.5 

7. 

St.  Clair 

2,753 

2,431 

+  13.2 

8. 

Upper  Grand  R. 

10,612 

9,755 

+  8.8 

9. 

Blue  Water 

6,923 

6,124 

+  13.O 

10. 

Kawartha 

8,920 

8,092 

+  10.2 

11. 

Quinte 

6,124 

6,074 

+  0.8 

12. 

Upper  St.  Lawrence 

5,300 

5,021 

+  5.6 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

12,496 

11,425 

+  9*4 

l4. 

Highlands 

6,302 

5,913 

+  6.6 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

5,621 

5,477 

+  2.6 

16. 

Nickel  Range 

5,057 

4,783 

+  5-7 

17. 

Sault 

3,058 

3,645 

-  16.1 

18. 

Lakehead 

10,855 

10,144 

+  7.0 

ONTARIO 

186,211 

163,624 

+  13.8 
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DWELLING  UNITS  COMPLETED  IN  URBAN  CENTRES 

OF  5,000  OR  MORE  IN  ONTARIO  -  1952  -  54 

195^ 

1954  A 

1953 

1952  w 

Region 

1952 

1953 

195*+ 

+  or  - 

+  or  - 

% 

lo 

METROPOLITAN 

9,774 

9,921 

16,763 

+  69.O 

+  71.5 

Brampton 

88 

110 

222 

Nevmarket 

7 

2k 

33 

Oakville 

103 

327 

256 

— 

Toronto(l) 

9,576 

9,460 

16,252 

• 

BURLINGTON 

2,195 

3,283 

2,733 

-  16.8 

+  24.5 

Brantford 

308 

312 

120 

Hamilton(l ) 

1,877 

2,961 

2,593 

Pari  s 

10 

10 

20 

NIAGARA 

4oi 

6o4 

539 

-  10.8 

+  34.4 

Fort  Erie 

31 

37 

101 

Niagara  Falls 

6l 

51 

36 

Port  Colborne 

63 

l4o 

135 

St.  Catharines 

113 

180 

189 

Thor old 

64 

123 

78 

Welland 

69 

73 

55 

LAKE  ERIE 

39 

72 

28 

-  61.1 

-  28.2 

Simcoe 

39 

72 

28 

UPPER  THAMES 

1,679 

1,644 

1,584 

*  3.7 

-  5.7A 

Ingersoll 

15 

26 

19 

W 

London ( 1 ) 

1,358 

1,355 

1,297 

St.  Thomas 

154 

66 

66 

Tillsonburg 

33 

44 

30 

Woodstock 

119 

153 

117 

BORDER 

973 

1,133 

1,900 

+  67.7 

+  95.3 

Chatham 

93 

100 

130 

Leamington 

23 

39 

39 

Wallaceburg 

39 

54 

9 

Winds or(l) 

818 

94  0 

1,722 

ST.  CLAIR 

529 

584 

334 

-  42.8 

-  36.9 

Sarnia 

529 

584 

33^ 

UPPER  GRAND  RIVER 

1,015 

1,754 

1,770 

+  0.9 

+  74.4 

Galt 

128 

156 

187 

Guelph 

117 

4  08 

424 

Kitchener 

493 

706 

633 

Preston 

57 

79 

110 

Stratford 

34 

121 

85 

Waterloo 

186 

284 

331 

’  Jj 
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1954  1954 

1953  1952 


Region 

1952 

1953 

1954 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

BLUE  WATER 

304 

357 

405 

+ 

J 

13.4 

+ 

T~ 

33.2 

Barrie 

142 

l4l 

211 

Collingwood 

3C 

13 

24 

Midland 

30 

47 

38 

Orillia 

63 

77 

90 

Owen  Sound 

39 

79 

42 

^^KAWARTHA 

727 

1,045 

1,061 

+ 

1.5 

+ 

45.9 

B  Bowmanville 

25 

35 

39 

Cobourg 

36 

35 

70 

Lindsay 

28 

67 

70 

Oshawa 

333 

537 

437 

Peterborough 

189 

272 

288 

Port  Hope 

26 

35 

24 

Whitby 

90 

64 

133 

QUINTE 

330 

343 

351 

+ 

2.3 

+ 

6.4 

Belleville 

73 

91 

112 

Kingston 

205 

203 

179 

Trenton 

•52 

49 

60 

UPPER  ST.  LAWRENCE 

116 

175 

111 

mm 

36 . 6 

4.3 

Brockville 

4o 

71 

54 

Cornwall 

76 

104 

57 

OTTAWA  VALLEY 

2,043 

2,462 

2,894 

+ 

17.5 

+ 

41.7 

Hawke  s  bury 

71 

68 

33 

Ottawa(l) 

1,752 

2,149 

2,537 

Pembroke 

72 

119 

138 

Perth 

9 

11 

22 

Renfrew 

113 

90 

83 

Smith’s  Falls 

) 

26 

25 

81 

HIGHLANDS 

96 

142 

144 

+ 

1.4 

+ 

50.0 

North  Bay 

78 

112 

124 

Parry  Sound 

18 

30 

20  ■ 

CLAY  BELT 

7 

4 

16 

+ 

300.0 

+ 

128.6 

Timmins 

7 

4 

16 

NICKEL  RANGE 

225 

322 

336 

Sudbury 

225 

322 

336 

^^SAULT 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

470 

574 

498 

13.2 

+ 

6,0 

470 

574 

498 

LAKEHEAD 

289 

590 

634 

+ 

7.5 

4* 

119.4 

Fort  Frances 

27 

49 

43 

Fort  William 

76 

220 

184 

Kenora 

4i 

31 

54 

Port  Arthur 

145 

290 

353 

TOTAL 

21,212 

25,009 

32,101 

+ 

28.4 

+ 

51.3 

(1)  Metropolitan  Area 

Source:  New  Residential  Construction,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics, 


Ottawa. 
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CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  T» 

Most  of  the  new  urban  dwelling  units  built  in  Ontario  in 
the  past  three  years  were  in  the  larger  centres  as  shown  in  the  table 
above.  These  centres  accounted  for  77*2,  71*1>  and  78.1  percent  of  all 
new  units  in  Ontario  for  1952,  1953,  and  1954.  Metropolitan  Toronto 
alone  had  34.9,  26.9,  and  39-6  percent  of  the  Provincial  total.  The 
Metropolitan  areas  of  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Windsor,  London  and  Ottawa 
together  accounted  for  72.0  percent  of  all  urban  dwelling  units  in 
1954  and  59.4  percent  of  all  units.  Urban  dwellings constituted  82.3, 
80.5,  units  and  82.4  percent  of  all  new  residential  buildings  in  1952, 
1953,  and  1954.  Only  small  fractions  in  these  years  (6.1,  3*7,  and 
2.2  percent)  were  farmhouses. 

Toronto  had  the  largest  number  of  completions,  by  a  small 
margin,  of  any  Canadian  metropolitan  area  in  1954,  but  was  second  to. 
Montreal  in  the  two  previous  years.  The  largest  number  of  new  Canadian 
units  were  built  in  Ontario.  Proportions  varied  from  37*6  percent  in 
1952  to  40.3  percent  in  1954. 

f/ftq  */& r 

0  *  a  .  fL  [  (ouoM-fC  o 

A 


Co 


0^ 


Afrv 

i,  Qbdkjt 


& 


F\K\  Or 

Su^eu«_vc  Oi  £  A (jisy  jL  ) 


INDEX  NUMBERS  OF  EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY  DIVISIONS 

(1949  =  100) 


- A 

V  E  R 

AGES- 

Industry 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1951+ 

Forestry 

160.9 

148.3 

100.0 

99.8 

139.6 

126.6 

98.0 

89.0 

Mining 

93.4 

97-9 

100.0 

104.1 

110.1 

115.6 

112.7 

113.3 

Manuf ac  turing 

95.7 

99.3 

100.0 

101.6 

108.6 

108.8 

114.5 

107.7 

Construction 

86.9 

95.6 

100.0 

108.6 

123.0 

127.9 

119.9 

113.9 

Transportation,  Storage 
and  Communication 

94.1 

97.8 

100.0 

100.6 

105.9 

109.6 

111.0 

108. 7i 

Public  Utility  Operation 

71.5 

84.8 

100.0 

103.0 

107.5 

112.1 

115.3 

118.5* 

Trade 

88.5 

95.7 

100.0 

104.6 

110.6 

113.5 

116.6 

119.2 

Finance,  Insurance 
and  Real  Estate 

92.0 

95.9 

100.0 

106.6 

118.0 

124.4 

122.6 

127.7 

Service 

92.7 

97.8 

100.0 

103.6 

106.1 

108.9 

109.8 

113.1 

Industrial  Composite 

94.7 

98.9 

100.0 

102.7 

110.4 

112.0 

114.7 

110.9 

Source:  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 
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INDEX  NUMBERS  OF  EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLLS ,  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES, 
REPORTED  BY  LEADING  MANUFACTURERS  IN  ONTARIO,  1953  AND  1954 


AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES 

. EMPLOYMENT -  - PAYROLLS -  - &  SALARIES . 


Region 

1953 

195+ 

°jo  Change 

1953 

1954 

io  Change  1953 

195+ 

$  Change 

Metropolitan 

120.0 

118.8 

. 

1.0 

166.3 

171.6 

+ 

3.2 

$ 

62.18 

$ 

64.75 

+ 

4.1 

Burlington 

105.1 

96.0 

- 

8.7 

139.4 

131.3 

- 

5.8 

63.23 

65.08 

+ 

2.9 

Niagara 

116.9 

107.5 

- 

8.0 

156.8 

148.5 

- 

5-3* 

66.39 

68.43 

+ 

3.1 

Lake  Erie 

101.8 

94.1 

- 

7.6 

1^3.8 

129.0 

- 

3.6 

49.22 

51.55 

+ 

4.7 

Upper  Thames 

Il4.0 

107.1 

- 

6.1 

154.2 

148.5 

- 

3.7 

55.87 

57.24 

+ 

2.5 

Border 

109.6 

91.5 

- 

16.5 

147.4 

124.5 

- 

15.5 

68.30 

69.21 

+ 

1.3 

St.  Clair  R. 

113.5 

110.5 

- 

2.6 

167.1 

168.1 

+ 

0.6 

73.10 

76.32 

+ 

4.4 

Upper  Grand  R. 

102.5 

93.8 

- 

8.5 

137.4 

129.0 

- 

6.1 

54.37 

55.68 

+ 

2.4 

Blue  Water 

104.4 

99. 7 

- 

4.5 

140. 5 

138.4 

- 

1.5 

47.76 

49.38 

+ 

3.4 

Kawartha 

123.2 

113.4 

- 

8.0 

163.9 

153.8 

- 

6.2 

63.20 

64.39 

+ 

1.9 

Quint e 

110.6 

102.5 

- 

7.3 

153.6 

147.1 

- 

4.2 

54.98 

56.70 

+ 

3.1 

Upper  St .  Lawrence 

106.2 

111.7 

+ 

5-2 

136.8 

151.6 

+ 

10.8 

5+ -33 

57.33 

+ 

5.5 

Ottawa  Valley 

108.1 

104.5 

- 

3.3 

144.9 

150.8 

+ 

4.1 

53.96 

58.00 

+ 

7.5 

Highlands 

110.1 

106.1 

- 

3.6 

147.6 

1+5.9 

- 

1.2 

54.43 

55.83 

+ 

2.6 

Clay  Belt 

110.9 

107.4 

- 

3.2 

1+3.5 

142.5 

- 

0.7 

69.14 

71.11 

+ 

2.8 

Nickel  Range 

123.8 

123.8 

— 

168.1 

169.2 

+ 

0.7 

75.99 

76.51 

+ 

0.7 

Sault 

129.2 

101.6 

- 

21.4 

1660  7 

132.9 

- 

20.3 

68.74 

65.59 

+ 

1.2 

Lakehead 

124.7 

113.4 

- 

9.1 

l6l.4 

153.7 

- 

4.8 

68.44 

71.57 

+ 

4.6 

ONTARIO 

114.5 

107.7 

• 

5.9 

n.a. 

151.1 

61.99 

64.00 

3.2 

n.a.  not  available. 

Source :  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 


WEEKLY  EARNINGS  OF  EMPLOYEES  BY  INDUSTRY  DIVISIONS 


ANNUAL  AVERAGES 


Industry 


Forestry 

Mining 

Manuf ac  tur ing 
Construction 
Transportation  Storage 
and  Communication 
Public  Utility 
Trade 

Finance ,  Insurance , 
and  Real  Estate 
Service 

Industrial  Composite 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

T~ 

$ 

~T~ 

$ 

35.26 

39-48 

42.47 

42.17 

44.32 

49.62 

52.83 

55.04 

37.61 

42.20 

45.72 

48.40 

37.20 

41.21 

43.76 

45.96 

41.42 

45.56 

48.55 

49.97 

43.78 

47.98 

50.82 

53.51 

31.89 

3+ -95 

37.50 

39.59 

39.52 

41.51 

43.55 

+5.03 

23.06 

26.58 

28.22 

30.17 

37.16 

41.26 

44.36 

46.58 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

$ 

~J~ 

$ 

$ 

+9.5+ 

57.28- 

59.02 

62.54 

60. 4l 

66. 16 

69.66 

72.00 

53.80 

59.04 

62.01 

64.01 

52.57 

58.78 

62.14 

63.44 

54.58 

57.71 

62.26 

63.71 

58.95 

64.77 

69.51 

71.76 

43.78 

+6.95 

49.31 

51.79 

47.57 

50.62 

53.65 

55-73 

32.47 

34.93 

37-64 

39.65 

51.69 

56.36 

59.39 

61.15 

Source:  Employment  and  Payrolls,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

rw-rioo) 

Feb. /55  Index  Feb./55  Wages 
Index  of  Feb./54  of  Feb./54  and 


Weekly 


$ 


1. 

Region 

Metropolitan 
(Halton,  Peel, 

York) 

Weight 

37.2 

Date 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  l/55 

Employment  + 

120.2 

114.9 

115.3 

or  - 

1° 

4.1 

Payrolls  + 

170.8 

165.6 

170.2 

or  - 

i 

0.4 

Salaries 

63.75 

64. 43^ 

66,o:w 

2. 

Burlington 
(Brant,  Wentworth, 
Burlington ) 

11.9 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

99.0 

90.5 

91.3 

7.8 

134.6 

124.4 

126.8 

5.8 

64.68 

65.37 

66.00 

3. 

Niagara 

(Lincoln, 

Welland ) 

6.6 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  l/55 

107.6 

101.8 

104.7 

2.7 

149.1 

144.4 

152.4  + 

2.2 

68.65 

70.19 

72.03 

4. 

Lake  Erie 
(Haldimand 

Norfolk) 

0.6 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  I/55 

89.1 

91.2 

87.6 

1.7 

118.4 
110.0 
118.3  - 

0.1 

49.94 

^5.38 

50.76 

5. 

Upper  Thames 
(Elgin,  Middlesex, 
Oxford ) 

4.7 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  I/55 

112.1 

101.7 

103.4 

7-8 

151.2 

139.3 

147.8 

2.2 

55-66 

56.51 

58.97 

6. 

Border 

(Essex,  Kent) 

7.9 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

105.3 

77.4 

79.2 

24.8 

144.5 

106.2 

111.3 

23.0 

69.76^ 

69.73^ 

71.48 

7. 

St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  I/55 
Feb.  1/55 

112.9 

104.8 

105.3 

168.0 

74.65 

78.21 

76.43 

(Lamb ton ) 

6.7 

163.4 

160.5 

4.5 

8. 

Upper  Grand  River 
(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Wellington) 

7.1 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  1/55 

9  6.6 

92.1 

91.7 

5.1 

130.7 
125.3 
129.9  - 

0.6 

54.84 

55.15 

57.36 

9. 

Blue  Water 
(Bruce,  Dufferin 
Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

2.5 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

104.6 

95.0 

9^.3 

9.8 

144.8 
128.6 
133.6  - 

7.7 

49.20 

48.09 

50.36 

10. 

Kawartha 

(Durham,  Ont.,  Peter. 
Vic.,  Northumberland) 

5.4 

) 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  I/55 
Feb.  1/55 

123.2 

113.6 

115.4 

6.3 

171.8 
164.0 
169.9  - 

1.1 

66.27 

68.61 

69.944^ 

11. 

Quinte 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. 

&  Add.,  Pr.  Edward) 

2.5 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

98.3 

101.6 

104.3  + 

6.1 

143.8 

149.9 

157.3  + 

9.4 

57.82 

58.17 

59.45 

12. 

U.  St.  Lawrence 
(Dundas ,  Glen . ,  Gren . 
Leeds ,  Stormont ) 

2.0 

y 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  1/55 

110.5 

116.1 

114.2  + 

3.3 

1^5.5 

157.6 

161.1  + 

10.7 

55.61 

57.31 

59-59^^ 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers, 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

reported  by  the 

Weekly 

Feb./55  Index  Feb. /55  Wages 
Index  of  Feb./54  of  Feb./54  and 


Region 

Weight 

Date  Employment 

+ 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

Salaries 

T~~ 

T~ 

13. 

Ottawa  Valley 

3.3 

Feb. 

1/51* 

102.0 

144.9 

57.15 

(Carle ton,  Lanark, 

Jan. 

1/55 

102.7 

151.5 

59.22 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

Feb. 

1/55 

102.6 

+ 

0.6 

151.0 

+ 

4.2 

59.13 

• 

i — 1 

Highlands 

0.7 

Feb. 

1/51* 

96.3 

130.4 

54.98 

(Haliburton,  Muskoka 

) 

Jan. 

1/55 

93.7 

133.3 

57.77 

Nipissing,  Parry  S.) 

Feb. 

1/555 

94.4 

- 

2.0 

136.0 

+ 

4.3 

58.53 

15. 

Clay  Belt 

0.9 

Feb. 

l  M 

101.9 

141.4 

74.28 

(Cochrane, 

Jan. 

l/55q 

98.6 

131.5 

71.32 

Temiskaming ) 

Feb. 

1/55 

98.2 

-- 

3.6 

141.6 

“f" 

0.1 

77.21 

1 6. 

Nickel  Range 

1.7 

Feb. 

1/54 

119.2 

166.1 

77.93 

(Manitoulin , 

Jan . 

1/55 

120.4 

166.9 

77.56 

Sudbury ) 

Feb. 

1/55 

118.7 

- 

0.4 

166.6 

+ 

0.3 

78.52 

17- 

Sault 

1.5 

Feb. 

1/54 

105.1 

139.7 

70.73 

(Algoma) 

Jan. 

l/55 

89.7 

119.9 

71.03 

Feb. 

1/55 

94.5 

- 

10.1 

126.4 

- 

9-5 

71.14 

18. 

Lakehead 

2.0 

Feb. 

1 M 

114.3 

155.5 

71.89 

(Kenora,  Rainy  River 

y 

Jan. 

1/55 

104.8 

l4i.6 

71.34 

Thunder  Bay) 

Feb. 

1/55 

104.7 

- 

8.4 

143.6 

- 

7.7 

72.41 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Feb. 

1/54 

110.6 

154.1 

63.60 

Jan . 

1/55 

103.1 

145.2 

64.18 

Feb. 

1/55 

103.8 

- 

6.1 

149.8 

- 

2.8 

65.72 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


6.  Border 

(Salt,  Natural 

Gas ) 

2.4 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  1/55 

15.  Clay  Belt 

(Gold,  Silver) 

27.3 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Gold,  Silver) 

41.6 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  I/55 

17.  Sault 

(iron  Ore) 

1.7- 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  I/55 

18 .  Lakehead 

(Gold,  Iron  Ore) 

3.2 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  l/55 
Feb.  1/55 

19.  James  Bay 

(Gold,  Silver) 

3. 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  1/55 
Feb.  I/55 

All  Mining  Industries 

Feb.  1/54 
Jan.  I/55 
Feb.  l/55 

122.5 

169.9 

65.14 

152.2 

211.4 

65.27 

150.9 

+  23.2 

208.6 

+ 

22.8 

64.96 

82.5 

100.7 

62.06 

92.7 

118.8 

65.12 

93.2 

+  13.0 

122.3 

+ 

21.4 

66.69 

157.6 

212.8 

78.59 

l4o.5 

192.8 

79.85 

l4o.8 

-  10.7 

195.9 

- 

7.9 

80.97 

140.3 

224.2 

87.64 

130.6 

195.6 

82.10 

132.5 

-  5.6 

208.5 

- 

7.0 

86.33 

109.6 

163.8 

79.63 

90.8 

128.1 

75.24 

88.9 

-  18.9 

133.8 

- 

18.3 

80.26 

75.4 

92.9 

65.75 

77.2 

92.4 

\ 

63.86 

77.2 

+  2.4 

100.7 

+ 

8.4 

69.55 

110.6 

149.5 

71.71 

112.3 

152.4 

72.02 

112.0 

+  1.3 

156.7 

+ 

4.8 

74.22 

durable  Leslie  M.  Frost,  Q.C . ,  LL.D.  ,D.C .  L. 
isurer 

East  Block,  Tower  Queens  Park 

Toronto,  2. 
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VALUE  OF  FACTORY  PLANS  APPROVED  IN  ONTARIO 


-FIRST  FIVE  MONTHS 


Increase  or 


Regions 

1955 

1954 

Decrease 

\ 

lo 

Metropolitan 

9,070,800 

22,645,700 

-  59.9 

Burlington 

2,314,300 

1,842,700 

+  25.6 

Niagara 

l,o84,6oo 

943,000 

+  15.1 

Lake  Erie 

86,100 

492,700 

+  74.8 

Upper  Thames 

892,400 

748,300 

+  19.3 

Border 

1,839,900 

9,683,000 

-  8l.O 

St.  Clair  R. 

1,145,000 

1,448,000 

-  20.9 

Upper  Grand  R. 

777,500 

1,014,900 

-  23.4 

Blue  Water 

169,100 

478,100 

-  64.6 

Kawartha 

776,600 

465,000 

+  67.0 

Quinte 

68,000 

1  125,800 

-  45.9 

Upper  St.  Lawrence 

1,386,100 

571,500 

+142.5 

Ottawa  Valley 

354,100 

74,000 

+378.5 

Highlands 

45,100 

81,100 

-  44.4 

Clay  Belt 

24,000 

49,000 

-  51.0 

Nickel  Range 

16,000 

98,000 

-  83.7 

Sault 

19,100 

i,334,ooo 

-  85.7 

Lake head 

2,532,400 

162,000 

+1,463.2 

TOTAL 

22,601,100 

42,256,800 

-  46.5 

VALUE  OF 

FACTORY  PLANS  APPROVED, 

— 

BY  INDUSTRIES 

1955 


April 

May 

Manufacturing 

“T~ 

Food 

507,300 

849,600 

Tobacco 

800 

Rubber 

34,000 

- 

Leather 

- 

4,000 

Textiles 

1,000 

i4,6oo 

Clothing 

25,000 

i4o,500 

Wood 

81,200 

162,300 

Pulp  and  Paper 

n4,ooo 

?,643,ooo 

Iron  and  Steel 

1,061,200 

1,106,100 

Transportation  Equipment 

58,000 

929,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

121,800 

366,000 

Electrical 

37,ooo 

1,108,500 

Non -Metallic  Mineral 

162,000 

178,600 

Petroleum  &  Coal 

15,000 

Chemi cal 

1,284,000 

110,600 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing 

5,000 

189,000 

TOTAL  MANUFACTURING 

3,506,500 

7,802,600 
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SUMMARY 


The  year  1955  to  date  has  been  characterized  by  a  persistent 
increase  in  construction  activity  related  to  continued  industrial 
expansion.  Construction  contracts  awarded  in  the  first  five  months  of 
1955  "were  valued  32  percent  higher  than  for  the  comparable  period  of 
1954.  The  engineering  and  residential  categories  recorded  increases  of 
223.4  percent  and  35*8  percent,  respectively,  over  the  same  period. 
Contributing  to  this  development  have  been  the  contracts  awarded  for 
the  construction  of  highways  and  eight  new  housing  subdivisions  in  the 
Toronto  area. 

The  value  of  plans  for  new  or  expanded  factories,  shops  or 
office  buildings  approved  during  the  month  of  May,  1955  in  Ontario 
totalled  $12  million,  approximately  two-thirds  of  which  applied  to 
manufacturing  concerns.  There  were  30  projects  involving  estimated  in¬ 
dividual  costs  of  $100,000  or  more  and  46  valued  in  excess  of  $50,000 
each.  Never  before  have  so  many  large  projects  been  attributable  to 
one  month  nor  have  they  been  so  broadly  distributed  industrially.  In 
the  manufacturing  category,  the  following  groups  recorded  the  highest 
values  of  plans  approved:  pulp  and  paper,  electrical,  iron  and  steel, 
transportation  equipment  and  food  products . 

Industrial  production  in  all  major  categories  was  higher 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1955  than  in  the  same  period  last  year.  Sub¬ 
stantial  gains  were  shown  in  the  output  of  steel  ingots  (27  percent), 
pig  iron  (15*5  percent)  and  automobiles  (14.2  percent). 

Trade  at  the  retail  level  in  the  first  four  months  of  this 
year  exceeded  last  year  by  4,3  percent.  Gains  of  15*5  percent  in  sales 
of  television  sets,  6.1  percent  in  grocery  outlets,  5*2  percent  in 
lumber  and  building  materials  and  5*0  percent  in  sales  of  department 
stores  were  partially  offset  by  losses  in  other  categories,  e.g.  out¬ 
lets  handling  women's  clothing  (-2.4  percent).  Department  store  sales 
in  May  were  estimated  to  have  increased  13*3  percent  above  the  same 
month  last  year  and  in  the  week  ending  June  11,  195 5 ^  the  comparable 
increase  was  15*4  percent. 

An  examination  of  other  economic  indicators  generally 
supports  the  picture  of  expanding  economic  activity  highlighted  above. 
The  consumption  of  electrical  energy  in  the  Province  in  four  months  of 
1955  exceeded  the  same  period  of  1954  by  10.8  percent.  The  volume  of 
cheques  cashed  and  sales  of  life  insurance  increased  over  the  same 
period  by  6.7  percent  and  22.5  percent,  respectively.  Railway  car 
loadings  in  five  months  of  this  year  were  5*3  pereent  higher  than  last 
year  in  the  Eastern  Canada  division. 


CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5* 


INDICATORS  OF  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY  IN  ONTARIO 


INDICATORS 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLL 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 
Manufacturing  (Ont.  50$) 

Durable  Goods 
Non -Durable  Goods 
Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont,.  100$) 
Automobiles  (Ont.  98$) 
Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 
Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 
Wholesale  Price  Index 
Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

RETAIL  TRADE 

Grocery  and  Combination 
Department  Stores 
Men ' s  Clothing 
Womens '  Clothing 
Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material 
Furniture,  Appliance  and  Radio 
Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 
New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

Financed 


CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 

Total 

Residential 

Business 

Industrial 

Engineering 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 
Building  Permits  Issued 
Housing:  Starts 

Completions 

Non  Residential  Building 
Materials  (Canada) 
Residential  Bldg.  Materials 
(Canada ) 


YEAR  TO 
DATE 


SAME 

MONTH 


CURRENT 

PREVIO 


$  Million 
$  Million 
$  Million 
$  Million 
$  Million 
$  Million 
No. 
No. 


May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 


Index(l)  Apr, 
Index(l)  Apr. 


63.0 

34.8 

10.6 

26.3 
7.8 

77.4 
3,742.0 
3,618.0 

122.0 


+  35.8 
+  1.7 

-  37.5 
+  223.4 

-  29.8 
4.7 

10.9 

31.5 


+ 

+ 

+ 


+  36.7 
+  15.2 
+l4o.9 
+275.7 
+  32.1 
28.1 

14.5 

37.5 


-  1.0  -  0.2 


UNIT  DATE 

CURRENT  1955/54 
FIGURE  +  or  - 

1955/54 
+  or  - 

MONT# 
+  or  - 

Index ( 1 ) 

Apr. 

108.9 

- 

1.9 

- 

$ 

0.1 

+ 

$ 

o.6j 

Index(l) 

Apr. 

155.7 

+ 

1.5 

+ 

0.6 

+ 

0.6* 

Index (2) 

Mar . 

250.6 

+ 

4.4 

+ 

5-8 

+ 

1.1 

Index(2) 

Mar. 

258.0 

+ 

1.8 

+ 

3.2 

4* 

1.7 

Index (2 ) 

Mar. 

316.0 

+ 

0.1 

+ 

3.6 

+ 

3.3 

Index (2 ) 

Mar. 

220.9 

+ 

3-3 

+ 

2.9 

+ 

0.2 

'000  Tons 

Mar. 

275.7 

+ 

15.5 

+ 

37.3 

+ 

28.2 

'000  Tons 

Mar. 

377.2 

+ 

27.0 

+ 

56.8 

+ 

19.91 

Million  lbs 

Mar . 

29.8 

+ 

10.8 

n.c . 

+ 

6.4’ 

( ’000) 

Mar. 

50.5 

+ 

14.2 

+ 

11.1 

+ 

53.6 

Index (2) 

Mar. 

510.2 

+ 

5.0 

+ 

8.3 

- 

2.2 

*000  Tons 

Apr. 

518.6 

+ 

4.0 

+ 

3.7 

- 

3.8 

Million  KWH 

Apr. 

2,158.2 

+ 

10.8 

+ 

10.9 

- 

6.5i 

'000  Cars 

May 

229.6 

+ 

5.3 

+ 

15.9 

+ 

15.4 

Index(l) 

Apr. 

116.1 

+ 

0.5 

+ 

0.4 

+ 

0.1 

Index ( 2 ) 

Apr. 

218.5 

- 

0.8 

+ 

0.2 

+ 

0.5 

Index  (2() 

Apr. 

252.0 

- 

3.5 

- 

0.1 

+ 

2.7 

$  Million 

Apr. 

429.2 

+ 

4.3 

+ 

10.6 

+ 

21.8 

$  Million 

Apr. 

80.3 

+ 

6.1 

+ 

12.9 

+ 

9.3 

$  Million 

Apr. 

30.6 

+ 

5.0 

+ 

5.5 

+ 

12.7 

$  Million 

Apr. 

7.7 

+ 

3.9 

+ 

5.1 

+ 

l4.i 

$  Million 

Apr. 

8.0 

- 

2.4 

- 

0.1 

+ 

30.6, 

$  Million 

Apr. 

11.2 

+ 

5.2 

+ 

n.9 

+ 

35.9 

$  Million 

Apr. 

16.6 

+ 

4.4 

- 

0.5 

- 

2.2 

( ’000) 

Feb. 

21.3 

+ 

15.5 

+ 

15.9 

+ 

0.7 

( *000) 

Apr. 

25.6 

+ 

3.0 

+ 

29.9 

+ 

87.9 

( ’000) 

Apr. 

7.0 

n.c . 

+ 

13.4 

+ 

14.3 

$  Million 

May 

134.7 

+ 

32.0 

+ 

53-5 

+ 

33.2 

+  24.8 
+  5-5 
+253.3 
+  80.1 
+122.5 
+  52.3 
+  74.9 
-  3.6 


123.1  +  1.1  +  1.7 


FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 
Life  Insurance  Sales 
Industrial  Stock 


$  Million  Apr. 

$  Million  Apr. 

Index(3)  May 


6,009.0  +  6.7 

90.6  +  22.5 

395 +  16.5 


+  9-9  - 

+  21.9 
+14.4  + 


2.9 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


© 


& 


FOOTNOTES : 

(1)  19^9  =  100 

(2)  1935-39  =  100 

(3)  last  half  of  1933  =  100 

(4)  Producers'  domestic  sales 

All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except  1  (1)  value  of  construction 

contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  .reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
stimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 


MANUFACTURING  IN  ONTARIO,  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS,  1920  -  1954 


Gros! 


G.VcP.  in 


Establish- 

Salaries 

Value  of 

1935-39 

Year 

ments 

Employees 

&  Wages 

Production 

Dollars 

000, 000 

$’000,000  $ 

0 

0 

O 

O 

O 

1920 

9A13 

295.7 

362.9 

1,864 

895 

1929 

9,318 

328.5 

4o6.6 

2,020 

1,633 

1939 

9,824 

318.9 

378.4 

1,746 

1,713 

1946 

11,424 

498.1 

845.2 

3,755 

2,721 

1947 

ll,86o 

537.6 

1,038.0 

4,903 

3,019 

.1948 

12,118 

551.6 

1,210.4 

5,742 

2,984 

1949 

12,951 

557.2 

1,305*5 

6,io4 

3,064 

1950 

12,809 

566.5 

1,413.0 

6,823 

3,234 

1951 

13,025 

599  A 

1 , 669 . 4 

8,075 

3,331 

1952 

13,172 

609,7 

1,884.2 

8,372 

3,629 

1953 

13,100(1) 

634,0 

2,014.5 

8,868 

3,876 

195M1) 

- 

6o4.o 

1,981.9 

8,300 

3,700 

(l)  Estimates 

Source : 

Dominion  Bureau 

of  Statistics;  195^- 

data  estimated  by  tl 

ft 


Ontario  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Research. 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  3» 

The  increase  in  economic  activity  in  the  Province  has  had 
a  favourable  effect  on  employment.  During  May,  the  number  of  persons 
*  th  jobs  increased  by  48,000  to  a  total  of  1,969,000  or  some  47,000 
^ tore  than  a  year  earlier.  Some  17,000  fewer  applications  for  employ¬ 
ment  were  on  hand  at  N.E.S.  offices  on  May  19th  than  was  true  on  that 
date  in  1954.  From  April  21st  to  May  19th  this  year  the  drop  in 
pplications  amounted  to  some  52,000. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

(1949  =  100) 


Mar ./55  Index  Mar ./55  Wages 
Index  of  Mar ./54  Of  Mar ./54  and 


£ 


Region 

Weight 

;  Date  ] 

Employment  +  or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  -  i 

i 

1. 

Metropolitan 

37.2 

Mar.  l/54 

120.4 

173.1 

(Halt on,  Peel, 

Feb.  1/55 

115.3 

170.4 

York) 

Mar.  l/55 

117.7  -  2.3 

176.1 

+ 

1.7 

2. 

Burlington 

11.9 

Mar.  1/54 

98.4 

134.1 

(Brant,  Wentworth 

Feb.  I/55 

91.3 

126.8 

Burlington ) 

Mar.  l/55 

91.9  -  6.6 

129.6 

- 

3-4 

3. 

Niagara 

6.6 

Mar .  l/ 54 

107.1 

149.4 

(Lincoln, 

Feb.  I/55 

104.7 

152.4 

Welland) 

Mar.  l/55 

104.3  -  2.6 

150.8 

+ 

0.9 

4. 

Lake  Erie 

0.6 

Mar.  l/54 

90.2 

121.5 

• 

(Haldimand 

Feb.  1/55 

87.6 

118.3 

Norfolk ) 

Mar.  l/55 

89.0  -  1.3 

120.8 

- 

0.6 

5. 

Upper  Thames 

4.7 

Mar.  l/54 

111.2 

152.9 

(Elgin,  Middlesex, 

Feb.  1/55 

103.4 

147.8 

Oxford) 

Mar.  l/55 

104.8  -  5.8 

149.5 

- 

2.2 

6. 

Border 

7.9 

Mar.  l/54 

105.1 

143.3 

(Essex,  Kent) 

Feb.  1/55 

79.3 

111.5  S 

Mar.  1/55 

99-1  -  5.7 

147.7 

+ 

3.1 

7. 

St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

Mar .  l/ 54 

111.7 

167.3 

(Lamb ton) 

Feb.  1/55 

105.3 

160.5 

Mar.  1/55 

110.7  -  0.9 

169.7 

+ 

1.4 

8. 

Upper  Grand  River 

7.1 

Mar.  l/54 

95.6 

131.1 

(Perth,  Waterloo, 

Feb.  1/55 

91.8 

130.0 

Wellington ) 

Mar.  l/55 

92.7  ~  3.0 

132.1 

+ 

1.8 

9. 

Blue  Water 

2.5 

Mar. 11/54 

103.3 

143.5 

(Bruce,  Dufferin 

Feb.  1/55 

94.3 

133.6 

Huron,  Simcoe,  Grey) 

Mar.  1/55 

93.7  -  9.3 

135.9 

- 

5.3 

10. 

Kawartha 

5-4 

Mar.  l/54 

122.3 

169.5 

(Durham,  Ont.,  Peter. 

} 

Feb.  1/55 

115.4 

169.9 

Vic.,  Northumberland) 

Mar.  1/55 

117.1  -  4.3 

166.3 

- 

1.9 

11. 

Quinte 

2.5 

Mar.  1/54 

98.1 

142.6 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. 

Feb.  1/55 

104.3 

157.3 

&  Add . ,  Pr .  Edward ) 

Mar.  l/55 

104.4  +  6.4 

156.2 

+ 

9.5 

12. 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

2.0 

Mar.  1/54 

108.0 

146.4 

(Dundas,  Glen.,  Gren. 

) 

Feb.  1/55 

114.4 

161.8 

Leeds ,  Stormont ) 

Mar.  l/55 

114.7  +  6.2 

164.9 

+ 

12.6 

(l)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers 

,  reported  bv  the 

Dominion  Bureau  < 

if  Statistics. 

Salarn^fi  _ 

64. 


64. 
66.07 
66.85 

64.77 
66.00 
67. 


69. 
72.03 

71.49 


¥ 


50. 

50. 

51. 
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56.80 

58.99 

58.90 

69.30 

71.47 

75.71 


75. 

76. 
76. 


9 


55.52 
57. 

57. 1 


49.37 

50.36 

51.53 


65.84 

69. 
67. 


¥ 


57.44 

59. ^5 

58.A 

57.25 

59-72~ 

60.  -Jfc 
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Weekly 

Mar  ./55  Index  Mar ./55  Wages 
Index  of  Mar ./  54  Of  Mar  ./54  and 


|  Region 

Weight 

Date  Employment 

+ 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+ 

or  - 

Salarie 

iM 

i 

T~ 

13*  Ottawa  Valley 

3.3 

Mar. 

100.7 

144.4 

57.63 

( Carle t on ,  Lanark , 

Feb. 

1/55 

102.6 

151.0 

59.13 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

Mar. 

1/55 

103.5 

+ 

2.8 

153.1 

+ 

6.0 

59-42 

l4 .  Highlands 

0.7 

Mar. 

1/54 

97.0 

131.9 

55-20 

(Hali burton,  Muskoka 

Feb. 

i/55 

94.  4 

136.0 

58.53 

Nipissing,  Parry  S. ) 

Mar. 

1/55 

94.4 

- 

2.7 

135.3 

+ 

2.6 

58.19 

15»  Clay  Belt 

0.9 

Mar. 

1/54 

101.3 

138.3 

73.08 

(Cochrane 

Feb. 

1/55 

98.9 

142.4 

77.02 

Temiskaming ) 

Mar. 

1/55 

98.6 

- 

2.7 

139.7 

+ 

1.0 

^6.  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

Mar. 

1/54 

119.1 

163.0 

76.57 

(Manitouiin, 

Feb. 

1/55 

118.7 

166.6 

78.52 

Sudbury ) 

Mar. 

1/55 

117.8 

- 

1.1 

166.6 

+ 

2.2 

79.11 

17.  Sault 

1.5 

Mar. 

1/54 

104.2 

136.2 

69.56 

U  (Algcana ) 

Feb. 

i/55 

94.5 

126.4 

„  ■* 

71.14 

f 

Mar . 

1/55 

101.2 

- 

2.9 

133.9 

- 

1.7 

70.42 

18 .  Lakehead 

{Kenora,  Rainy  River 
Thunder  Bay) 

2.0 

Mar. 

1/54 

111.5 

152.5 

72.33 

Feb. 

Mar. 

1/55 

1/55 

104.7 

107.2 

3.7 

143.6 

147.2 

3.5 

72.41 

72.49 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

Mar. 

1/54 

11c.  1 

154.5 

63.99 

Feb. 

1/55 

103.8 

149.9 

65.74 

Mar. 

1/55 

106.9 

- 

2.9 

155.9 

+ 

0.9 

66.48 

16. 


17. 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 


Border 

(Salt,  Natural 

Gas ) 

2.4 

Mar .  l/54 
Feb.  1/55 
Mar.  l/55 

124.8 

150.9 
134.7 

+  7-9 

173.3 

208.6 

191.1 

+ 

on 

• 

0 

rH 

65.22 

64.96 

66.64 

Clay  Belt 
(Gold,  Silver ) 

27.3 

Mar.  l/54 

Feb.  I/55 
Mar.  l/55 

86.8 

93.2 

93.4 

+  7.6 

110.5 

122.3 

122.8 

+ 

11.1 

64.66 

66.69 

66.85 

Nickel  Range 
(Nickel,  Copper, 

Gold,  Silver) 

41.6 

Mar .  l/ 54 
Feb.  l/55 
Mar.  l/55 

156.9 

l4o.8 

140.2 

-  10.7 

209.9 

195.9 
194.1 

7-5 

77.83 

80.97 

60.56 

Sault 
(iron  Ore) 

1.7 

Mar.  1/54 
Feb.  l/55 
Mar.  l/55 

144.9 

132.5 

136.3 

-  5.9 

218.7 

208.5 

212.5 

. 

2.8 

82.77 

86.33 

85.48 

Lakehead 
(Gold,  Iron  Ore ) 

3.2 

Mar.  l/54 
Feb.  l/55 
Mar.  l/55 

111.8 

88.9 

88.8 

-  20.6 

162.7 

133.8 
138.4 

14.9 

77.58 

80.26 

83.04 

James  Bay 
(Gold,  Silver) 

3.0 

Mar .  l/ 54 
Feb.  l/55 
Mar.  l/55 

75.8 

77-2 

77.2 

-  1.8 

94.2 

100.7 

95.7 

+ 

1.6 

66.30 

69.55 

66.11 

All  Mining  Industries 

Mar.  l/54 

112.7 

153.2 

72.11 

Feb.  1/55 
Mar.  l/55 

111.9 

111.8 

-  0.8 

156.7 

156.4 

+ 

2.1 

74.28 

74.23 
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FACTORY  PLANS  APPRO VED 


First 

6  Months 

Increase 

1955 

195^ 

or  Decrease 

~v 

$ 

Metropolitan 

10,940,600 

24,803,100 

- 

55.9 

Burlington 

2,994,100 

2,144,100 

+ 

39.6 

Niagara 

1,219,600 

1,364,000 

- 

10.6 

Lake  Erie 

39,100 

530,700 

- 

83.2 

Upper  Thames 

1,015,600 

963,100 

+ 

5.5 

Border 

2,492,900 

9,884,400 

- 

74.8 

St.  Clair  River 

1,595,000 

2,548,000 

- 

37.^ 

Upper  Grand  River 

1,582,000 

1,238,700 

+ 

27.7 

Blue  Water 

232,500 

599 Aoo 

- 

61.2 

Kawartha 

2,273,300 

517,000 

+ 

339- 7 

Quinte 

153,000 

'  150,800 

+ 

1-5 

'Upper  St.  Lawrence 

1,637,200 

805,500 

+ 

103*3 

Ottawa  Valley 

663,100 

74,000 

+ 

796.1 

Highlands  ..  \ 

64,ioo 

89,100 

- 

28.1 

Clay  Belt 

24,000 

49,000 

- 

51.0 

Nickel  Range 

21,000 

98,000 

- 

78.6 

Sault 

260,100 

2,034,000 

- 

87.2 

Lake he ad 

YfUfttU  jV 

Total 

*  *S 

3,895,500 

342,000 

+1 

,039*0 

31,152,700 

48,234,900 

- 

35.^ 

VALUE  OF  FACTORY 

PLANS  APPROVED, 

BY  INDUSTRIES 

April 

.  1955  — 

May 

June 

Manufacturing 

Food 

507,300 

849,600 

464,800 

Tobacco 

- 

800 

- 

Rubber 

34,000 

- 

670,000 

Leather 

- 

4,ooo 

— 

Textiles 

1,000 

i4,6oo 

183,000 

Clothing 

25,000 

140,500 

600 

Wood 

81,200 

162,300 

79,300 

Pulp  &  Paper 

114,000 

2,643,000 

2,868,700 

Iron  &  Steel 

1,061,200 

1,106,100 

1,573,400 

Transportation  Equip. 

58,000 

929,000 

443,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metal 

121,800 

366,000 

860,000 

Electrical 

37,000 

1,108,500 

333,600 

Non -Metallic  Mineral 

162,000 

178,600 

142,900 

Petroleum  &  Coal 

15,000 

- 

- 

Chemical 

1,284,000 

110,600 

776,500 

Miscellaneous  Mfg. 

5,000 

189,000 

155,800 

Total  Mfg. 

3,506,500 

7,802,600 

8,551,600 

Source:  Ontario  Department  of  Labour  Factory  Inspection  Branc 
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SUMMARY 


Employment  in  Ontario  continued  to  rise  during  the  month 
of  June  when  the  number  of  persons  with  jobs  reached  2,007,000,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  38,000  over  the  previous  month  and  57,000  over  last  year. 
Applications  for  employment  in  the  Province  as  of  June  l6th  totalled 
80,000,  some  24,000  fewer  in  number  than  at  the  same  date  in  3-954. 

The  continued  improvement  in  the  employment  picture  is  a 
reflection  of  generally  increased  business  activity  throughout  the  Pro¬ 
vince.  Production  of  most  kinds  of  goods  on  a  cumulative  basis  is 
higher  this  year  than  last.  The  output  of  steel  ingots  and  pig  iron 
in  four  months  of  1955  was  30*7  percent  and  21.5  percent  higher  than  in 
the  comparable  period  of  1954.  Automobile  production  in  April  was  1 6 
percent  higher  than  in  the  same  month  last  year  and  in  six  months  of 
1955  estimated  output  exceeded  last  year’s  figure  by  15  percent. 

Construction  activity  continues  to  rise  as  the  value  of 
contracts  awarded  in  six  months  of  1955  exceeded  the  same  period  of 

1954  by  38.5  percent  and  established  an  all-time  record.  The  residen¬ 
tial,  business  and  engineering  categories  advanced  44.0,  67.7  and  140.5 
percent,  respectively,  over  the  six -month  period.  Among  the  larger 
contracts  awarded  during  the  month  of  June  contributing  to  this  develop¬ 
ment  were  those  involving  highway  construction,  a  cancer  treatment  and 
research  centre  in  Toronto,  a  housing  development  in  Brooklin,  and  a 
rubber  footwear  factory  in  Kitchener. 

The  value  of  plans  for  new  or  expanded  factories,  shops 
and  office  buildings  approved  during  the  month  of  June  totalled 
$12,058,000.  There  were  38  projects  involving  estimated  individual 
costs  of  $50,000  or  more.  Manufacturing  plans,  alone,  accounted  for 
$8.6  million,  over  one-half  of  which  was  attributable  to  the  pulp  and 
paper  and  iron  and  steel  categories.  Other  leading  groups  included 
non-ferrous  metal  products,  chemicals  and  rubber  products. 

Trade  at  the  retail  level  in  the  first  five  months  of 

1955  was  about  5  percent  above  last  year,  the  greatest  increases  over 
the  period  being  recorded  for  outlets  handling  motor  vehicles  (11. 5 
percent)  and  lumber  and  building  materials  (9.8  percent).  Department 
(continued  on  page  5) 
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YEAR  TO  SAME  CURRENT 

DATE  MONTH  PREVIOUS 

CURRENT  1955/54  1955/54  MONTH 


INDICATORS 

UNIT  DATE 

FIGURE 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

+ 

or  - 

INDUSTRIAL  EMPLOYMENT 

Index(l) 

May 

110.3 

- 

T~ 

1.3 

+ 

1.2 

+ 

$ 

1.4 

INDUSTRIAL  PAYROLLS 

Index(l) 

May 

158.7 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

5.0 

+ 

2.0 

INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  (CANADA) 

Index (2 ) 

Apr. 

258.4 

+ 

5.1 

+ 

6.6 

+ 

2.7 

Manuf a  c  tur i ng  ( On  t .  50$) 

Index (2 ) 

Apr. 

267.4 

+ 

2.8 

+ 

5.5 

+ 

3.2 

Durable  Goods 

Index ( 2 ) 

Apr. 

324.3 

+ 

1.6 

+ 

5.4 

4* 

2.1 

Non -Durable  Goods 

Index(2 ) 

Apr. 

231.1 

+ 

4.0 

+ 

5-6 

4“ 

4.1 

Pig  Iron  (Ont.  85$) 

'000  Tons 

Apr. 

272.2 

+ 

21.5 

+ 

4o.o 

- 

1.3 

Steel  Ingots  (Ont.  76$) 

'000  Tons 

Apr. 

353*4 

+ 

30.7 

+ 

42.6 

- 

6.2 

Refined  Nickel  (Ont.  .100$)  Million  lbs. 

Apr. 

29.6 

+ 

11.7 

+ 

14.3 

- 

0.7 

Aut  omobi le s  ( On t .  98$ ) 

( ' 000 ) 

Apr. 

54.0 

a* 

6.2 

+ 

15.8 

+ 

7.1 

Electrical  Apparatus  (Ont.  73$) 

Index ( 2 ) 

Apr. 

481.2 

+ 

5.1 

+ 

5.7 

- 

5.6 

Newsprint  (Ont.  23$) 

(000  Tons 

May 

521.3 

+ 

4.2 

+ 

4.8 

+ 

0.5 

CONSUMPTION  OF  ELECTRICITY  Million  KWH 

May 

2,181.4 

+ 

10.6 

+ 

10.4 

+ 

1.1 

CAR  LOADINGS  (EASTERN  CANADA) 

'000  Cars 

June 

247.6 

+ 

7.7 

+ 

17.4 

+ 

7.9 

PRICE  INDEXES  (CANADA) 

Consumer  Price  Index 

Index(l) 

May 

116.4 

4* 

0.6 

+ 

0.8 

+ 

0.3 

Wholesale  Price  Index 

Index (2 ) 

May 

217.8 

- 

0.6 

- 

0.8 

- 

0.3 

Farm  Price  Index  (Ontario) 

Index (2 ) 

May 

253.4 

- 

2.8 

+ 

1.4 

+ 

1.1 

RETAIL  TRADE  $  Million 

May 

431.5 

-U 

4.7 

+ 

6.1 

+ 

0.5 

Grocery  and  Combination  5 

>  Million 

May 

75.0 

+ 

4.9 

+ 

0.8 

6.5 

Department  Stores  ! 

>  Million 

May 

31.0 

+ 

6.6 

+ 

12.2 

+ 

1.0 

Men ' s  Clothing  i 

>  Million 

May 

7.2 

+ 

3.0 

+ 

0.1 

- 

6.4 

Women’s  Clothing  { 

>  Million 

May 

7-5 

- 

1.8 

+ 

0.4 

- 

6.8 

Lumber  and  Bldg.  Material  i 

>  Million 

May 

15.7 

+ 

9.8 

+ 

22.0 

+ 

4o.8 

Furniture ,  Appliance  and  Radio  i 

5  Million 

May 

16.3 

+ 

3.4 

— 

0.7 

— 

1.8 

Television  Receiving  Sets  (4) 

( ’ 000 ) 

Apr. 

11.5 

+ 

13.3 

- 

5.7 

— 

43.1 

New  Motor  Vehicles:  Sold 

( ’ 000 ) 

May 

28.3 

+ 

13.0 

+ 

43.8 

+ 

10.5 

Financed 

( ’000) 

May 

9.4 

+ 

8.5 

4- 

32.0 

+ 

33.7 

CONSTRUCTION 

Contracts  Awarded: 


Total 

$  Million 

June 

159.5 

+ 

38.5 

+  58.6 

+ 

18.4 

Residential 

$  Million 

June 

78.4 

+ 

44.0 

+  68.6 

+ 

24.4 

Business 

$  Million 

June 

36.4 

+ 

67.7 

+  67.7 

+ 

4.6 

Indus  trial 

$  Million 

June 

11.1 

- 

50.5 

+  29.1 

+ 

4.7 

Engineering 

$  Million 

June 

33.6 

+ 

i4o.8 

+  4i.8 

+ 

27.8 

Factory  Plans  Approved  -  Mfg. 

$  Million 

June 

8.6 

+ 

35.4 

+  43.0 

+ 

9.6 

Building  Permits  Issued 

$  Million 

May 

89.0 

+ 

8.0 

+  14.7 

+ 

13.8 

Housing:  Starts 

No. 

May 

5,021.0 

+ 

1.4 

-  13.0 

+ 

34.2 

Completions 

No. 

May 

3,391.0 

+ 

25.1 

-  0.8 

6.3 

Non  Residential  Building 

Materials  ( Canada ) 

Index(l) 

May 

121.8 

MB 

0.7 

+  0.6 

0.2 

Residential  Bldg.  Materials 

( Canada ) 

Index(l) 

May 

123.2 

+ 

1.3 

+  1.8 

+ 

0.1 

FINANCIAL 

Cheques  Cashed 

$  Million 

6,349.0 

+ 

8.2 

+  14.2 

+ 

5*7 

Life  Insurance  Sales 

$  Million 

May 

93.8 

+ 

22.0 

+  19.7 

+ 

3.5 

Industrial  Stock 

Index(3) 

June 

410.8 

+ 

17.0 

+  19.4 

+ 

3.9 
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Indicators  of  Economic  Activity  in  Ontario,  continued 


FOOTNOTES : 

191+9  =  100 
1935-39  =  100 

last  half  of  1933  =  100 
Producers’  domestic  sales 

All  indicators  refer  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  unless  otherwise  noted. 

These  indicators  are  computed  from  information  supplied  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  except:  (l)  value  of  construction 
contracts  awarded,  issued  by  the  Building  Reporter,  MacLean  Building 
Guide’s  monthly  digest  of  construction  statistics,  (2)  value  of  manu¬ 
facturing  factory  plans  approved,  by  the  Factory  Inspection  Branch, 
Ontario  Department  of  Labour,  and  (3)  the  index  of  activity  of  twenty 
industrial  stocks,  as  .reported  by  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange.  The 
figures  in  the  brackets  under  Industrial  Production  refer  to  the 
estimated  proportion  of  the  products  manufactured  in  Ontario. 

MANUFACTURING  IN  ONTARIO,  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS,  1920  -  1954 


a) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


Year 

Establish- 
.  ments 

Employees 

Salaries 
&  Wages 

Gross  G.V.P.  in 

Value  of  1935-39 
Production  Dollars 

000,000 

$’000,000  $ 

*000,000 

1920 

9,113 

295.7 

362.9 

1,864 

895 

1929 

9,348 

328.5 

4o6.6 

2,020 

1,633 

1939 

9,824 

318.9 

378.4 

1,746 

1,713 

1946 

11,424 

498.1 

845.2 

3,755 

2,721 

1947 

11,860 

537-6 

1,038.0 

4,903 

3,019 

1948 

12,118 

551.6 

1,210.4 

5,742 

2,984 

1949 

12,951 

557.2 

1,305.5 

6,io4 

3,064 

1950 

12,809 

566.5 

1,413.0 

6,823 

3,234 

1951 

13,025 

599-4 

1,669.4 

8,075 

3,331 

1952 

13,172 

609.7 

1,884.2 

8,372 

3,629 

1953 

13,400(1) 

634,0 

2',  014.5 

8,868 

3,876 

195M1) 

- 

6o4.o 

1,981.9 

8,300 

3,700 

(l)  Estimates 

Source :  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics;  1954  data  estimated  by  the 
Ontario  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Research. 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  3. 


store  sales  rose  6.6  percent  over  the  period  and  in  June  an  increase 
of  7.7  percent  was  shown  over  June  1954.  For  the  week  ending  July  9, 
1955,  sales  in  this  category  were  10.3  percent  above  the  comparable 
week  in  1954. 


Other  indicators  confirm  the  upward  trend  of  economic 
activity  in  Ontario.  Railway  car  loadings  during  June  in  Eastern 
Canada  were  17.4  percent  above  the  same  month  in  1954  and  sales  of  life 
insurance  showed  a  jump  of  20  percent  in  the  same  comparison. 
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DWELLING  UNITS  COMPLETED  IN  URBAN  CENTRES  OF  5,000 
OR  MORE  -  FIRST  FOUR  MONTHS  OF  1955  and  1954 


■January  to  April 


Region 

1955 

1954 

METROPOLITAN 

7,314 

4,68o 

4 

Brampton 

56 

76 

/  Newmarket 

26 

17 

-+ 

Oakvi lie 

46 

123 

y  Toronto 

7,186 

4,464 

-b 

BURLINGTON 

803 

903 

Brantford, 

16 

66 

Hamilton 

782 

836 

Paris 

5 

1 

4 

NIAGARA 

132 

205 

Fort  Erie 

8 

35 

Niagara  Falls 

2 

27 

Port  Colborne 

36 

49 

St.  Catharines 

54 

51 

4 

'Thor  old 

16 

26 

Welland 

16 

17 

LAKE  ERIE 

6 

l4 

Simcoe 

6 

14 

- 

UPPER  THAMES 

434 

543 

. 

Ingersoll 

4 

5 

London 

352 

46l 

_ 

St .  Thomas 

12 

20 

Tillsonburg 

10 

17 

— 

Woodstock 

56 

4o 

4 

BORDER 

238 

569 

Chatham 

24 

51 

_  r 

Leamington 

8 

5 

4 

Wallaceburg 

7 

6 

4 

Windsor 

199 

507 

ST.  CLAIR 

179 

76 

4 

Sarnia 

179 

76 

4- 

UPPER  GRAND  RIVER 

456 

510 

Galt 

4o 

70 

Guelph 

119 

83 

4 

Kitchener 

153 

188 

Preston 

24 

35 

Stratford 

28 

18 

Waterloo 

92 

116 

4 

BLUE  WATER 

135 

100 

4 

Barrie 

55 

52 

4 

Collingwood 

2 

9 

4 

Midland 

5 

4 

Orillia 

27 

23 

4 

Owen  Sound 

46 

12 

4- 

1955 

195^ 
+  or  - 

'  56.3 
26.3 
•  52.9 

62.6 
61.0 

11.1 

75.8 

6.5 

4oo.o 

35.6 

77.1 

92.6 

26.5 
5.9 

38.5 
5*9 

57.1 

57.1 

20.1 
20.0 

23.6 
4o.o 

41.2 
4o.o 

16.3 

52.9 
60.0 

16.7 

60.7 

23.6 

23.6 

10.6 

42.9 

43.4 
18.1 

16.7 

55.6 

20.7 

35.0 

5.8 

77.8 

25.0 

17.4 

283.3 
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-January  to  April 


1955 

1954- 

1955 

195^ 

+  or  - 

KAWARTHA 

302 

329 

°h  ■ 

8.2 

Bowman vi lie 

13 

5 

+ 

160.0 

Cobourg 

l6 

13 

+ 

23.1 

Lindsay 

5 

l6 

- 

*  68. 7 

Oshava 

159 

182 

- 

12.6 

Peterborough 

73 

62 

+ 

17.7 

Port  Hope 

11 

7 

.+ 

57.1 

Whitby 

28 

44 

- 

36.7 

QUINTE 

lk-2 

97 

+ 

4-6.4- 

Belleville 

45 

23 

+ 

95.7 

Kingston 

75 

59 

-t- 

27.1 

Trenton 

22 

15 

+ 

46.7 

UPPER  ST.  LAWRENCE 

16 

52 

69.2 

Brockville 

11 

23 

- 

52.2 

Cornwall 

5 

29 

- 

82.8 

OTTAWA  VALLEY 

1,024- 

727 

+ 

40.9 

Hawkesbury 

5 

3 

+ 

66.6 

Ottawa 

934- 

668 

+ 

39-8 

Pembroke 

53 

31 

-+■ 

71.0 

Perth 

3 

b 

- 

25.0 

Renfrew 

20 

9 

+ 

122.2 

Smith’s  Falls 

% 

9 

12 

- 

25.0 

HIGHLANDS 

40 

24- 

+ 

66.7 

North  Bay  - 

34 

22 

+ 

54.5 

Parry  Sound}. 

6 

2 

+ 

200.0 

CLAY  BELT 

7 

+ 

75.0 

Timmins 

7 

b 

+ 

75.0 

NICKEL  RANGE 

52 

136 

«3 

18.2 

Sudbury 

52 

.  136 

“ 

18.2 

SAOLT 

13 

388 

96.6 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

13 

388 

- 

9  6.6 

LAKEHEAD 

101 

247 

<a 

59*9 

Fort  Frances 

6 

13 

- 

53.8 

Fort  William 

52 

65 

- 

20.0 

Kenora 

3 

19 

- 

84.2 

Port  Arthur 

4-0 

150 

- 

73.3 

TOTAL 

11,397 

9,6o4 

+ 

18.7 

(l)  Metropolitan  Area 

Source:  New  Residential 

Construction,  Dominion 

Bureau  of 

Statist! 

cs,  Ottawa 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGES  AND  SALARIES 
IN  EIGHTEEN  ECONOMIC  AREAS  IN  ONTARIO  (l) 

(i949  _  100) 

All  Indices  and  Weekly  Salaries  and  Wages  are  Averages  of  the 
First  Four  Months  for  Their  Respective  Years. 


Index  of  Jan.. 

■Apr . /5  5 

Jan. 

-Apr./55  Weekly 

Employ- 

Jan.  • 

-Apr./ 5A 

Index  of 

Jan. 

-Apr. /54  Wages  & 

Region 

Weight 

Year 

ment 

+ 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+  or  - 

Salaries 

T~ 

1. 

Metropolitan 

37-2 

1955 

116.5 

- 

3.0 

172.4 

+ 

0.3 

66.72 

(Halton,  Peel, 

York) 

1954 

120.1 

171.8 

63.67 

2. 

Burlington 

11.9 

1955 

91.8 

6.6 

128.3 

3.5 

66.45 

(Brant,  Wentworth, 

Bur ling ton ) 

1954 

98.3 

133.0 

64.36 

3. 

Niagara  Zone 

T 

Welland.) 

6.6 

1955 

io4.o 

- 

3-3 

149.7 

+ 

0.9 

71.25 

1954 

107.5 

148.3 

68.32 

4. 

Lake  Erie 

0.6 

1955 

89.8 

+ 

1.7 

119.3 

+ 

2.8 

51.75 

(Haldimand, 

Norfolk) 

1954 

88.3 

116.1 

49.50 

5- 

Upper  Thames 

4.7 

1955 

77.5 

— 

29.9 

148.1 

1.1 

58.55 

/Elgin,  Middlesex, 
Oxford ) 

1954 

110.6 

149.8 

55.91 

6. 

Border 

7.9 

1955 

89.5 

— 

13.9 

127.9 

8.8 

72.42 

(Essex, 

Kent ) 

1954 

io4.o 

140.2 

68.58 

7- 

St.  Clair  River 

1.4 

1955 

107.2 

4.4 

165.3 

1.2 

77-35 

(Lambton ) 

1954 

112.1 

167.3 

74.89 

8. 

Upper  Grand  River 
(Perth,  Waterloo, 

7.1 

1955 

92.3 

- 

3-5 

130.5 

4* 

1.4 

57.16 

Wellington ) 

1954 

95.6 

128.7 

54.51 

9. 

Blue  Water 

2.5 

1955 

94.4 

8.8 

133.3 

lm 

6.0 

50.18 

(Brace,  Dufferin,  Huron, 

Simcoe,  Grey) 

1954 

103.5 

l4l.8 

48.83 

10. 

Kawartha 

5.4 

1955 

164.3 

+ 

34.6 

167.9 

+ 

0.4 

68.55 

{Durham,  Ont.,  Peter. 

y 

Vic . ,  Northumberland ) 

1954 

122.1 

167.2 

65.07 

11. 

Quinte 

(Front.,  Hast.,  Len. , 

2.5 

1955 

104.6 

+ 

10.6 

156.9 

+ 

11.5 

59.51 

&  Add . ,  pr .  Edvard ) 

1954 

98.4 

l4i.6 

56.88 

12. 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

2.0 

1955 

115.1 

+ 

10.5 

162.8 

+ 

12.9 

59.71 

(Dundas,  Glen.,  Gren. 

y 

Leeds ,  Stormont ) 

1954 

109.7 

144.1 

55.49 

-4  J  • 

Ottawa  Valley 
(Carleton,  Lanark , 

3.3 

1955 

102.9 

+ 

0.9 

152.3 

+ 

5.8 

59.37 

Pres.,  Ren.,  Russ.) 

1954 

102.0 

144.0 

56.78 

(1)  Original  Data  collected  from  leading  manufacturers,  reported  by  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics. 


Index  of 

Jan. 

-Apr ./55 

Jan. -Apr. 

/ 55  Weekly 

Employ- 

Jan. 

-Apr./ 54  Index  of  Jan. -Apr./ 54  Wages  & 

Region 

Weight 

Year 

ment 

4* 

or  - 

Payrolls 

+  or  - 

Salaries 

% 

T~ 

T 

58.07 

14.  Highlands 

0.7 

1955 

94.9 

- 

1.5 

135.7 

+  4.1 

(Haliburton ,  Muskoka, 

130.4 

Nipissing,  Parry  Sound) 

1954 

96.3 

55*00 

15*  Clay  Belt 

0.9 

1955 

99-9 

0.9 

137 ‘.6 

+  2.0 

73.77 

(Cochrane, 

Temiskaming ) 

1954 

100.8 

1134.9 

71.63 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

1.7 

1955 

118.7 

- 

1.1 

166.6 

+  1.0 

78.53 

(Manitoulin, 

Sudbury ) 

1954 

120.0 

164.9 

76.99 

17 •  Sault 

1.5 

1955 

97-5 

6.2 

131.2 

-  2.1 

71.50 

(Algoma ) 

68.53 

I95L 

104.0 

134.0 

l8 .  Lakehead 

2.0 

1955 

106.3 

— 

5.0 

145.4 

-  4.3 

72.25 

(Kenora,  Rainy  R., 
Thunder  Bay) 

1954 

111.9 

152.0 

71.85 

ONTARIO 

100.0 

1955 

105.4 

- 

4.2 

152.2 

-  0.1 

65.76 

1954 

110.0 

152.4 

63.22 

EMPLOYMENT  AND  PAYROLL  INDICES  AND  AVERAGE 

WEEKLY  WAGES  AND 

SALARIES 

REPORTED  BY  LEADING  ONTARIO  MINES 

6 .  Border 

2.4 

1955 

143.1 

+ 

11.9 

201.2 

+  14.9 

66.12 

(Salt,  Natural, 

Gas  ) 

1954 

127.9 

175.1 

64.37 

15.  Clay  Belt 

27.3 

1955 

93.1 

+ 

16.2 

120.3 

+  19.8 

65.68 

(Gold,  Silver) 

1954 

80.1 

100.4 

63.57 

l6.  Nickel  Range 

4l  .6 

1955 

l4o,4 

— 

10.2 

193.3 

-  7.4 

80.32 

(Nickel,  Copper, 

Gold,  Silver) 

1954 

156.4 

209.4 

77.89 

17 .  Sault 

1.7 

1955 

134.3 

6.1 

206.4 

-  3.5 

84.28 

( Iron  Ore ) 

1954 

143.1 

213.8 

82.00 

l8 .  Lakehead 

3.2 

1955 

90.0 

_ 

18.6 

131.4 

-  17.9 

78.75 

(Gold,  Silver) 

1954 

110.6 

160.0 

77.09 

19.  James  Bay 

3.0 

1955 

77.3 

+ 

3.5 

96.3 

+  5.2 

66.44 

(Gold,  Silver) 

195^ 

74.7 

91.5 

66.19 

All  Mining  Industries 

1955 

112.1 

+ 

2.5 

154.7 

+  4.8 

73.21  . 

1954 

109.4 

147.6 

- 

72.19 
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PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION  AS  INDICATED  BY  BUILDING  PERMITS  ISSUED  IN  ONTARIO 


POUR  MONTHS 

ENDING 

APRIL  30, 

1954  and 

1955 

Region 

Residen¬ 

tial 

Indus - 
trial 

Commer¬ 

cial 

Institu¬ 

tional 

Other 

Total 

Percent 

Change 

I’o'oo  ' 

$  ’  OOO" 

$’000 

000 

$'000 

$‘*000 

1955/54 

Metropolitan 

1955 

58,568 

10,003 

13,752 

6,902 

l,l6l 

90,384 

-  5.1 

1954 

56,979 

18,693 

9,894 

6,756 

2,878 

95,201 

Burlington 

1955 

8,381 

1,771 

1,288 

1,701 

17 

13,157 

5-6 

1954 

7,345 

2,035 

1,655 

1,413 

9 

12,458 

Niagara 

1955 

6,478 

521 

2,495 

1,808 

9 

11,310 

58.5 

1954 

4,575 

1,168 

571 

811 

10 

7,134 

Lake  Erie 

1955 

334 

44 

80 

2 

46o 

1.3 

1954 

275 

146 

32 

- 

- 

454 

Upper  Thames 

1955 

4,o48 

393 

1,076 

7  66 

46 

6,328 

-  5.7 

1954 

3,370 

673 

698 

1,962 

7 

6,711 

Border 

1955 

8,839 

2,517 

1,436 

858 

4 

13,655 

-  14.5 

1954 

070 

5,84o 

696 

2,368 

3 

15,976 

St.  Clair  R. 

1955 

1,737 

1,115 

396 

51 

2 

3,301 

76.8 

1954 

224 

149 

255 

238 

- 

1,867 

Upper  Grand  R. 

1955 

6,219 

571 

665 

881 

123 

8,458 

10.2 

1954 

5,006 

794 

570 

l,l4l 

164 

7,675 

Blue  Water 

1955 

1,374 

280 

325 

69 

6 

2,054 

-  13.5 

1954 

883 

93 

226 

1,168 

5 

2,374 

Kawartha 

1955 

3,761 

896 

562 

319 

5 

5,542 

-  15.5 

1954 

4,325 

556 

11,270 

386 

18 

6,555 

Quinte 

1955 

1,643 

196 

290 

902 

3,031 

-  1.5 

1954 

1,871 

70 

377 

760 

- 

3,077 

U.  St.  Lawrence 

1955 

1,425 

1,944 

388 

218 

2 

3,976 

57.2 

1954 

615 

986 

179 

750 

- 

2,529 

Ottawa  Valley 

1955 

9,4l4 

846 

3,143 

4,4o8 

25 

17,836 

38.9 

1954 

8,818 

622 

1,846 

1,546 

8 

12,841 

Highlands 

1955 

598 

187 

1,178 

l,34o 

. 

3,303 

136.0 

1954 

601 

363 

171 

263 

1 

i,4oo 

Clay  Belt 

1955 

358 

24 

86 

211 

8 

686 

43.1 

1954 

229 

7 

122 

113 

8 

479 

Nickel  Range 

1955 

1,491 

76 

199 

200 

3 

1,968 

22.2 

1954 

i,o48 

230 

300 

33 

- 

l,6ll 

Sault 

1955 

508 

4l 

188 

84 

. 

821 

92.9 

1954 

229 

4o 

109 

47 

- 

426 

Lakehead 

1955 

1,42 

679 

773 

438 

9 

3,325 

118.1 

1954 

i,oo4 

49 

179 

287 

6 

1,524 

ONTARIO 

1955 

116,603 

22,102 

28,318 

21,155 

1,419 

189,598 

5.2 

1954 

105,468 

32,514 

19,150 

20,044 

3,818 

180,293 

Source  of  Original  Figures :  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 


FOR 

BUSINESS  FAILURES  IN 
FIRST  6  MONTHS  ENDING  June 

BY  REGIONS 

ONTARIO 
30,  1954 

and  1955 

No. 

$ 

Liabilities 

No. 

$ 

Liabilities 

Percent 

Increase 

1955/54 

Metropolitan 

76 

3,728,453 

76 

2,686,962 

-  27.9 

Burlington 

11 

150,413 

18 

344,345 

128.9 

Niagara 

6 

388,005 

7 

48,370 

-  87.5 

Lake  Erie 

- 

- 

2 

13,167 

~ 

Upper  Thames 

3 

77,995 

11 

220,298 

182.5 

Border 

17 

1,841,500 

l4 

195,585 

-  89.4 

St.  Clair  River 

3 

55,290 

4 

82,700 

49.6 

Upper  Grand  River 

6 

251,239 

17 

324,239 

29.1 

Blue  Water 

11 

951,496 

7 

173,227 

-  81.8 

Kawartha 

12 

1,856,100 

8 

636,472 

-  65.7 

Quinte 

- 

- 

3 

214,000 

- 

Upper  St .  Lawrence 

3 

23,844 

2 

36,579 

53.4 

Ottawa  Valley 

16 

679,615 

22 

386,597 

-  43.1 

Highlands 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Clay  Belt 

2 

57,000 

4 

92,957 

63.1 

Nickel  Range 

4 

111,000 

l 

700 

-  99.4 

Sault 

- 

- 

l 

116,000 

- 

Lakehead 

5 

105,126 

6 

252,925 

l4o.6 

ONTARIO 

175 

10,277,076 

203 

5,825,123 

-  43.3 

Source:  Dun  &  Brads tree t  of  Canada ,  Limited 
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